BOURNE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BULLETIN
Week ending Friday 17 July 2020
From Jonathan Maddox, Headteacher
BEST IN LINCOLNSHIRE
It is always good to see our students’ achievements recognised by independent external organisations. Now, at
the end of a most extraordinary academic year, such recognition is welcomed especially warmly. It was reported
this week that The Real Schools Guide 2020 names our School as the best state-funded secondary school in
Lincolnshire. The LincolnshireLive website notes that the Real Schools Guide ‘aims to give a far more
comprehensive picture than traditional league tables. It takes into account 51 different data points including
exam results, the Attainment 8 and Progress 8 measures of achievement in up to eight subjects, pupil-teacher
ratios and absence rates. Bourne Grammar School, in South Road, is awarded five stars and a total score of 80
in the guide, and is ranked in 11th place out of 3,181 schools nationally.’
It is not surprising to be placed top in Lincolnshire but it is a pleasant surprise indeed to see us placed 11th
nationally. The closest-placed Lincolnshire schools are KGGS, Grantham (18th) and Caistor Grammar (57th).
HEAD STUDENTS
On their last day of term as students at Bourne Grammar School, though some three months after their last day
in School, we bid farewell to our exceptional team of Head Students led by Head Boy Ahmed Sharaf and Head
Girl Lauren Gapper. Along with Deputy Head Students Bertie Cliﬀe, Mimi Chifamba, Jonny Gutteridge and Issy
Kaufman, Ahmed and Lauren have led what was certainly amongst the the very finest Head Student teams of
the many fabulous groups of senior students that have held these oﬃces over the last fifteen years. The Head
Students meet with Mr Brunker and I weekly and this year the meetings have been an absolute delight, always
an enlightening experience for me and never without a good deal of laughter. The team has worked energetically
and with devotion to make the School a better place for everyone, selflessly giving time to support the School,
not infrequently at rather short notice. Most recently the team has contributed, from home, footage for the videos
we have made for new students and to welcome students to the Sixth Form. I am immensely grateful for the
students’ support, their confidence to express their views and the carefully-considered challenge they have so
frequently and valuably laid before the School’s Leadership Team. As I have so often said when parting company
with a Head Student team, the bar has been raised yet further.
But, as is also always the case, we were able to select their successors from yet another pool of young people
of great potential.
On Wednesday the final stage of the selection process for the new Head Students - the group that will work with
me until Christmas and with my successor Mr Anderson from January - was conducted. Most unfortunately, on
this critically important day, it was impossible for me to be in School, so the process was ably led by the
Leadership Team’s pastoral leads, Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral) Mr Brunker, Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral)
Mr Brooker and our Head of Sixth Form, Mrs Shales. The programme worked up for the sixteen candidates ran
throughout the day, placing the students under great scrutiny. There is no doubt that the process has yielded
another strong team; it was a privilege to announce the new team to the School in the course of my end-of-year
broadcast to students which took place yesterday afternoon. The new team is:
Head Boy
Tom Cameron

Head Girl
Evie Kendrew

Deputy Head Boys
Tom Spinley, Max Etherington, Noah Harwood

Deputy Head Girls
Dona Mathew, Immy Mears, Evie Price
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Congratulations to all eight and our very best wishes as they take on their roles at the start of what is certain to
be a unique and particularly challenging year.
REFLECTION
In so many ways we end the year on top form. Best in Lincolnshire and, reflecting as I always do at the end of
each academic year on my Headteacher’s Report to the Governing Body I note that the School is full,
substantially oversubscribed, set to welcome its largest-ever Sixth Form in September, well staﬀed and fully
staﬀed by subject-specialists; amongst the latter is a truly impressive cadre of Subject Leaders. The Subject
Leaders have borne a heavy responsibility during the closure, leading on the determination of centre-assessed
grades within their departments and leading their colleagues in the transition to Microsoft Teams and the
subsequent development of its use. I anticipated that they would all step up to the plate but have been deeply
impressed by the commitment and creativity they have shown. We benefit from a very strong pastoral structure
which has been brought forward considerably this year, providing precious support to students during the period
of closure. We are financially strong and very well governed; I am grateful to the Governors’ Emergency
Executive Committee which has supported and challenged the School brilliantly over the last few months. The
site has been greatly improved by the completion of a much-awaited and wonderfully impressive Astroturf pitch
and a further £1/4 million has been spent on remodelling a substantial suite of accommodation due for
completion in good time for the new School year.
Happily, although cut short, the year produced another run of incredibly impressive sporting successes.
So much was achieved, by so many students, that the record deserves to be set out in full, especially so given
that it was not possible to recognise the students’ successes in their presence at the usual Sports Presentation
Evening:
• In January, the School was placed 48th on the list of the Top 100 State Schools for Sport (School Sports
Magazine), our 5th appearance in 7 years.
• The Under 13 Girls & U13 and U15 Boys Cross Country Teams reached the ESAA Cross-Country National
Final at Spinkhill, Derbyshire. This is the eleventh time in twelve years that the School has reached the National
Final in this competition.
• Since 2003, an incredible 42 teams have reached a National Final, mainly in Athletics or Cross-Country. Few
schools in the country can match this consistent level of attainment.
• Eleven students represented Lincolnshire at the ESAA National Cross-Country Championships in Liverpool
during March, and a further seven competed at the Anglian Championships, again representing the County in
Boston.
• In May, the completion of the long-awaited Astroturf was finally achieved, though at the time of writing no
student has set foot on it due to the School’s closure. This stunning state-of-the-art facility will enhance the
teaching and learning of all students and this is seamlessly joined to the athletics facilities installed last year.
The financial contribution of the Bourne Educational Foundation to this project is greatly appreciated.
• At County level, we have many representatives across a range of sports, but cross-country and hockey in
particular come to the fore with 18 students representing Lincolnshire Schools in cross-country and a similar
number in hockey.
• At the South Lincolnshire Cross-Country Championships in November, the School claimed 7 of the 8 trophies,
followed in March with 6 of the 8 Fenland League trophies, an astonishing achievement.
• More than 50 students were selected for the South Lincolnshire Cross-Country team. This constitutes more
than one third of the South Lincolnshire Team.
• The Under 13 Girls Futsal team have had an exceptional season. They won the Superzone and then the
Lincolnshire tournaments convincingly winning every game. Progressing to Nottingham University for the
regional finals, they topped the group (winning all games). They are due to play in Sunderland at the National
Semi-Final, just one step away from the National Final at St George’s Park.
• The Year 9 Boys football team progressed to the semi-finals of the County Cup and finished top of the
League, whilst the Year 8 team had already reached the County final and were placed top of the league prior
to the curtailed season.
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• The Year 7 Netball Team are unbeaten in the League this season, and have only conceded one goal which is
an amazing achievement. The Year 8 Netball Team made it through to the National Sisters ‘n’ Sport Semi-Final
played at North Chadderton School, Oldham. They have lost just once this season in an exceptionally tight
game with Bourne Academy and are therefore 2nd in the League. The Year 11 Netball team were unbeaten in
the league and were impressive winners of the Superzone Tournament. They represented the Superzone at
the Lincolnshire County Tournament.
• Badminton continues to have a steady growth in numbers with over 40 students playing each week across all
age groups. Six Intra-School competitions have taken place this year all fiercely competitive. The U13 Girls
and Boys won the Superzone tournaments and we hope to enter the County tournaments next year.
• The Tennis teams had an outstanding season culminating in September with three out of four teams reaching
the Division Two Regional round of the National Cup. The U13 Girls finished 3rd, losing narrowly in the early
rounds to the eventual winners, whilst the U15 Boys lost in the final against an exceptionally strong team from
Oakham who were able to field a Singaporean national player. The U13 Boys overcame all obstacles to win
the event quite confidently and regained the trophy won two years ago.
• The U13 and U16 Girls’ Hockey teams both reached the Regional tournaments performing superbly. The
U16s lost out to second place to Ipswich School.
• Two very popular Basketball trips to see Leicester Riders compete in the National League proved to be very
successful evenings with over 70 people applying for places.
• The ski trip to Passo Tonale, Italy proved to be another popular sports trip abroad with a party of 80 enjoying
the wide open slopes, developing their skills. This year, all students were from this School (previously the trips
were joint with Spalding High School).
In December 2019 we enjoyed an exquisitely-presented and very moving production of Kafka’s Metamorphosis.
It was our annual Sixth Form play, given in the Drama Studio. Also in the run-up to Christmas we enjoyed
another splendid Junction Dance Showcase and our traditional Christmas Concert.
Then we returned to School in January 2020. As the New Year unfolded we began to hear of a new
coronavirus, COVID-19, and were untroubled by it at first. In Citizenship lessons we talked about the virus and
wondered what might happen that could possibly aﬀect our lives and our time at School. Before long it became
obvious that the 2019/20 Academic Year would be one that will never be forgotten. The School closed to all
students in mid-March. It was my agonising duty to cancel, just before lockdown, our run of The Sound of
Music, just a few days before it opened. The licence has been transferred along with the audience’s tickets to
December and it is very much hoped that it will be possible to present the show then.
THE CLOSURE
The closure has presented challenges to all schools that could not be imagined just a few months ago. It has
been heartening to see the students - once they came to terms with the reality of what faced them - engaging
with the work set online and, later on, appreciating and supporting the many activities put on by many
colleagues to help them to cope with the period away from normal School life. My colleagues have worked with
extraordinary energy and commitment and I am grateful to all - the teaching staﬀ, the support staﬀ and my
colleagues in the Leadership Team - for rising to the immense challenge that the closure has presented, and
continues to present. As we reach the summer break, everyone in the School community can reflect on the
experience of lockdown and can, alongside so much that none of us wished to experience, find acts of
kindness, of support, of creativity and of pulling together to cope and to move forward, all of which are good and
positive things to remember from 2019/20.
But the virus has not gone away. Schools must adapt to share their daily lives with the latent, invisible threat of
COVID-19 for some time to come. It is the ‘some time’ which is hardest to bear. We know that we must open in
September in line with the Government’s guidance - the bubble model to which I referred last week - and there
is as yet no indication as to how long we must continue to provide for our students in that compromised
manner. In the meantime the Leadership Team and all other colleagues have made a colossal eﬀort to ensure
that our students will have the best and safest experience that we can possibly provide for them when they
return to School in September.
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SEPTEMBER 2020
Our plans are largely complete and provisional details were shared with students in my end-of-year broadcast.
The bubble model will operate and the bubbles have been determined. I have decided that to allow for the
possibility of further refinement, full written details regarding the September opening will be circulated in final form
close to the start of next term. There will be a map of the School, showing the bubbles, the access points, the
zones around the site where students from each bubble may spend break and lunch-times, the location of the
bubble-specific toilet facilities and the routes to be taken by students for when they have to move around the
site, as they must at certain times. Details will be provided regarding travel to School by bus, arrangements for
vacating the site at the end of the School day and for those who wish to use the School’s catering facilities.
Parents should be clear that the start and the end of the School day will remain as at present and all students
will study their full timetables across all their subjects. Students will receive their timetables shortly before the
new term starts but these will show the rooming which would have been allocated had the COVID-19
restrictions not been in place, and will indeed be the rooming that will apply should the bubble system be
allowed to be relaxed at some point in the 2020/21 School year. A supplementary sheet will show the rooming
according to the bubble model, which is the rooming that will apply from the start of next term and until further
notice. Tutors will go through the arrangements with their forms on the first day in the ample time allowed for this
purpose on Day 1, so students need not be anxious about how the School will operate next term. All they need
now is to have a good break in readiness for returning in September in good health, refreshed and ready to
settle back in to the busy rhythm of Bourne Grammar life.
SCHOOL CLOTHING FOR PE LESSONS - From September 2020
Another restriction we must work around in September is the decision that the usual PE changing facilities will
not be in routine use. Students must attend School in their PE kit on any day where they have a timetabled
practical PE lesson. This situation is not ideal but it is part of our protective safety measures.
Students are encouraged to bring additional layers to ensure that they are comfortable throughout the day. Our
brand-new School PE kit, utilising modern fabrics and designs, is now available from our suppliers; this includes
tapered-fit School tracksuit bottoms and a School ¼ zip top.
Students may also wear a red BGS hooded top (other ‘oﬃcial’ BGS hooded tops are acceptable such as those
relating to ski trips/drama productions), the School jumper/cardigan, the School blazer or a coat in addition to
the items above. Students will be able to change into alternative footwear such as football boots ahead of
sessions on the field or Astroturf pitch.
To help ensure that students stay warm throughout the day, if it is not possible for students to wear School
tracksuit bottoms then any plain black tracksuit bottoms (or plain black leggings worn underneath shorts or a
skort) will be acceptable whilst the changing facilities are not in use.
Please bear in mind that much can change over the next 6 weeks and Government guidance may change,
possibly allowing us to reinstate the use of the normal changing facilities. In such circumstances we would revert
to the standard School uniform/PE kit policy with students attending in uniform as normal.
LINCOLNSHIRE MUSIC SERVICE
The School is liaising with Lincolnshire Music Service about how best to resume lessons with peripatetic music
teachers from September. Given the restrictions of the bubble system and other protective measures this is
particularly problematic. Further information about booking lessons will follow in due course
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STAFF FAREWELLS
Just four colleagues, including three teachers, leave us at the end of this term but rather more will join in
September, aﬀording some valuable flexibility in terms of the construction of the academic timetable.
My PA, Mrs Sue Hardgrave, is well known to many parents/carers because the bulk of her time has, for many
years, been dedicated to managing the 11+ process and the many enquiries we receive to do with transfers to
our School at points beyond the 11+ stage. Mrs Hardgrave is one of a small number of colleagues who were
here when I took over the Headship in early 2005 and she was, at that time, Clerk to the Governors. So I have
worked closely with Mrs Hardgrave from the time of the selection process for the Headship which was in
October of 2004. Mrs Hardgrave has supported the School, and me as Headteacher, with exceptional
commitment and attention to detail. She has approached all of her work here, in the various roles she has
fulfilled, with personal standards of the highest level. Mrs Hardgrave has decided to retire a little early at the end
of July and does so with our very best wishes and, in particular, with my own deepest appreciation for the loyal
support she has given to me over many years. Mrs Karen Lawrence, who has a part-time post here at present,
will step up on a temporary basis to the post vacated by Mrs Hardgrave, well aware of the fact that she has a
hard act to follow.
Mr Lewis Kelly, Deputy Subject Leader in Mathematics has secured an excellent and well-deserved promotion to
the prestigious post of Head of Mathematics at Oundle School. Our congratulations to Mr Kelly and our thanks
for his substantial commitment to the subject at our School throughout the years that the School was
expanding. He moves on with our very best wishes as he takes on the leadership of his own department at this
high-performing independent school.
It is not often that I need to report that two colleagues are to leave us to move to China. For obvious reasons the
arrangements for moves planned by both colleagues have been much troubled by the ongoing pandemic, but
all is now resolved and Mrs Ellis and Mrs Chapman will be on their way to China before too long.
Mrs Xiaohui Ellis, Subject Leader for Computer Science trained to teach with us and her exceptional mastery of
her subject made her the obvious choice to assume leadership of the subject when the post fell vacant at an
early stage in her career. Mrs Ellis’ impact has been impressive; she has taken the Computer Science
department forward as a core subject studied by all students in Years 7-9. Growing numbers at GCSE and, in
particular, at A-Level are testament to her skill. Her teaching is and always has been much appreciated by her
students and her departure is a great loss for the School. We wish Mrs Ellis well in China, where she a new
teaching post and family business to attend to. Mr James Brown has accepted promotion to the post vacated
by Mrs Ellis.
Mrs Kathryn Chapman, teacher of English, has taken the bold step to move to teach for a time in China. Mrs
Chapman came to us from a school in London and quickly established her reputation as an eﬀective and
appreciated teacher of her subject throughout the School. We wish her every happiness and success as she
moves on to her exciting adventure on the other side of the world.
KINGSLEY NAPLEY LEGAL APPRENTICESHIP COMPETITION - Mr Mitchell, Subject Leader: Law
BGS students recently performed admirably in a national law competition, with entries from 900 teams
nationwide, by attaining all team places in the top 30% of the overall rankings and securing two team rankings in
the top 15% and 16% respectively. The feedback they received from Kingsley Napley was incredibly positive
across a series of legal tasks, with judges praising the quality of the presentation skills involved in pitching for
legal business and, in a legal drafting task, the excellent attention to detail and clear, coherent writing. One of the
teams scored 56 out of 60 for the legal drafting task, which must have placed it in the top rank nationally for that
particular skill. Congratulations go to all the students who participated and gave up many hours of their own time
to test their legal aptitude. They will have learned a great deal from this experience and will have much to draw
on should they choose to include it in a UCAS personal statement or apprenticeship application. The following
Year 12 students took part, with distinction, in this year’s competition: Keera Adamson, Holly Brown, Elise Butler,
Mary Francis, Lewis Holbrook, Daniel Jones, Thomas Lawson, Archie Marren-Cooper and Millie Parker.
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WIR GRATULIEREN! WINNERS OF THE GERMAN COMPETITION
Miss Doerpinghaus, Subject Leader: German
The German Department has a long standing tradition of entering the annual BGA
Deakin Youthbridge Award for excellence in German 2019/20. The Youthbridge Award
takes place every year and is organised by the British-German Association to raise the
profile of German in schools across the UK. The Award Scheme gives cash prizes and
certificates for the best projects submitted by students in each participating school. Its
aim is to raise the profile of German and to encourage students to continue with
German at GCSE and beyond. Due to the extraordinary circumstances this year, the
competition was extended to all year groups and I am pleased to say that our German
students have once again risen to the challenge.
Probably the most creative (and slightly terrifying) winning project I have seen was the
work on Krampus by David Hyam and Elĳah Ford (Year 9). This project is an excellent
demonstration of spoken skill and creativity, reflecting the high standard that students
Krampus by David
produce after their first year of learning German. The project can be viewed here:
Hyam and Elijah Ford
https://youtu.be/LikOcPvNV84
It was diﬃcult to decide on a winning project in Year 10 as students produced such high quality work, but I am
pleased to say that Jessica Mahoney could call this a win with her project on reasons to travel to Germany.
After two years of GCSE studies, the career of our Year 11
students came to a sudden and unexpected end. This, however,
did not dim their enthusiasm, ability or passion for the German
language. Rosie Easey wrote a sophisticated and mature piece on
psychology in Germany.
Last, but by no means least, our talented linguists in the Sixth
Form, Heloise Leriverend and Valentina Lees, looked at German
gastronomy. The highlight of their project was the survey that they German gastronomy by Heloise Leriverend
and Valentina Lees
conducted. Once again, this work demonstrates the high calibre of
students that the study of German attracts.
Congratulations to all winners - I hope you have a relaxing summer. Please note that due to the current
circumstances, prizes and certification will be handed out next term.
YEAR 7 SPANISH CHALLENGE - Parie Desai (Year 12)
The Year 7 Spanish Challenge continues, as each day we receive more fantastic work from the students. This
week we would especially like to congratulate both Bella Burton and Akshaya Tirchunapalli who have both
earned the maximum possible number of points - 350 - by completing all of the
available tasks. In particular, Bella’s tourist pamphlet and Akshaya’s very creative
board game have really impressed us! Three students have now completed the
whole challenge.
We set this Spanish Challenge up to
encourage language learning, just that
little bit more, and to express to students
that with language learning, we can also
learn more about the history and culture
of the country. Above all, we hope that
these fun and exciting challenges will aid
and make the experience of learning
remotely, more enjoyable.
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CHALLAH BREAD - Miss Atkinson, EPR
After working hard throughout the year, KS3 EPR classes were
given the option to choose the activity for their final lesson of the
year. Many chose to bake ‘Challah’ bread, a special Jewish bread,
usually braided and served on Shabbat and Jewish holidays.
The first appearance of the word ‘challah’ in Jewish literature is in
the Book of Numbers, estimated to have been written around the
5th Century BCE.
We are pleased to share a selection of photographs of Challah
bread made by students.
Sasha Milne (Year 8)

Ben Unwin (Year 7)

Kris Rushworth (Year 7)

Freya Dimeloe (Year 9)

ARTWORK
Art students across diﬀerent school years have been working hard on final
outcomes as their various projects come to an end. There have been so many
outstanding pieces produced, covering a variety of topics such as landscape,
still life and portraiture. Below are some of the examples created. Well done to all
students during this period of time for being creative with each task.
Year 7

Holly Burnside

Grace Osborne

Kris Rushworth

Florence Dexter
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Eshaal Ihtisham-Ahktar

Bella Burton

Year 8

Isobel Rodway

Holly Griffin

Leila Silkstone

Olivia Richardson
Year 9

Cerys Paris

Sophie Brown

Elvin Sajikurian

Anna Williamson

Miles Cade-Stewart
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Year 10 and 11

Arabella Allen

Geena Olivares-Alvarez

Adam Thompson

Year 12 and 13

Arabella Allen

Charlotte Payne

Abby Garthwaite

Charlotte Rist
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Name
Freya Andrew
Ben Bennett
Bella Burton
Bella Burton
Naomi Daniels
Kieran Farrell
Connor Gibson
Netra Ranjith
Toby Smith
Akshaya Tirchunapalli
Aneesa Gilani
Jack Knowles
Eva Larter
Ben Pennycook
Fay Swindell
Olivia Ward
Olivia Ward
Adam Wheel
Elĳah Ford
David Hyam
Remi Karim
Finn Macaulay
Samantha Thomas
Aleesha Ali
Alexander Cleathero
Tilly Manning
George Woolf
Holly Brown
Amber Moore

Year

Staff

7
Mrs Chapman
7
Mrs Chapman
7
Mrs Chapman
7
Miss Mafusire-Strawford
7
Mrs Pignatiello
7
Ms Currier
7
Miss Greenfield
7
Mrs Williamson
7
Mrs Worrall
7
Ms Creedon
8
Mr Moxley
8
Mr Sheppard
8
Miss Bennett
8
Mr Fone
8
Mr Sheppard
8
Mr Howard
8
Mr Sheppard
8
Mr Roche
9
Miss Doerpinghaus
9
Miss Doerpinghaus
9
Miss Greenfield
9
Mrs Chapman
9
Mr Roche
10
Miss Hurrell
10
Mrs Chapman
10
Mr Andy
10
Mr Roche
12
Mr Mitchell
12
Miss Watson
_______________

Subject
English
English
English
Art
Drama
Spanish
Geography
English
Spanish
Spanish
Drama
Mathematics
English
Computer Science
Mathematics
Registration
Mathematics
Mathematics
German
German
Geography
English
Mathematics
Spanish
English
Mathematics
Mathematics
Law
English Literature

Important Dates
Term 1 starts at 08:45 on Thursday 3 September 2020
(Staff training is conducted on 1 and 2 September - the School is closed to all students on these days)
PLEASE NOTE - these dates may be diﬀerent at other local schools
Thursday 13 August 2020
A-Level results - arrangements have been circulated to relevant students
Thursday 20 August 2020
GCSE results and Sixth Form enrolment - arrangements have been circulated to relevant students
Friday 21 August 2020
Sixth Form place oﬀers confirmed by email
Please contact Mrs Hawkins via email (exams@bourne-grammar.lincs.sch.uk)
if you have any queries regarding results or are unable to collect your results in person.
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