BOURNE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BULLETIN
Week ending Friday 10 July 2020
From Jonathan Maddox, Headteacher
BUBBLES
We have spent the week working up our plans for September’s full opening of our School to all students. All
students in all year-groups will return to their full timetables and no subject will be dropped from any student’s
timetable. There will be no emphasis on this or that subject at the expense of others; the full curriculum will be
oﬀered as, at last, we take a big step in the direction of normality.
The Government’s guidance has as its basis the expectation that all students will return to every school in
September. As I have explained before this means that we at our School must set aside the principle by which
we have operated under the previous guidance over the last four weeks. Until today the students in School were
socially-distanced in classrooms and, as far as practicable, at other times when on site. This principle cannot
apply once full classes are taught in standard-sized classrooms and laboratories, so the new guidance focusses
on a diﬀerent principle - one where groups of students are kept separate from each other during the school day.
Conveniently, and obviously with regard to the nature of secondary schools, the guidance suggests that a
‘group’ can be anything up to an entire year-group. With little in the way of an alternative our ‘groups’ will be our
seven year-groups. For the present purposes we will call them ‘bubbles’, the term used in the oﬃcial guidance.
I doubt that it will be possible in any large secondary school for each bubble to be totally disjoint at every
moment of the school day from every other bubble, but our plan is a remarkably close approach to that ideal so I
feel confident in reassuring students, colleagues, parents and carers that our School will open safely and in
accordance with the guidance to all students in September.
In each year-group (bubble) from Year 7 to Year 11 there are 8 forms. In Year 7 all students are taught in their
forms for every subject so the Year 7 bubble must consist of 8 rooms which can be accessed without the
students contacting students from any other bubble. The students will have all their lessons in all subjects - with
a very few exceptions such as PE - in their form’s base within their bubble. Higher up the School, students
cease to be taught in form groups for every subject because subject options come into play. So the students in
a given form will have diﬀerent timetables according to the subjects on their personal timetables. This means that
the bubbles for these year-groups need to contain more classrooms than the 8 forms that make up the yeargroup. It turns out that a bubble of 10 adjacently-situated classrooms is needed. Then, although there will need
to be some movement between rooms throughout the teaching day, the students in a given bubble will remain
within their bubble, so the requirements of the guidelines will be met.
Incidentally, it should be noted that in addition to every student being taught his/her usual subjects, each will be
taught in his/her usual set as well. We have determined the size of the bubbles in such a way that, in every
respect, the students will be taught in the sets in which they would have been taught had we returned to School
in September with no COVID-related guidance in force.
In the Sixth Form virtually every student has an entirely diﬀerent timetable from the next, as each student’s
timetable reflects his/her subject options. Yet it turns out that just 10 rooms are needed to form the Year 12
bubble. Whilst we have suﬃcient accommodation to ensure disjoint bubbles for each of the year-groups 7-12
without compromising students’ timetables or teaching sets, we run out of rooms - even in view of our
generously-appointed site - when we reach Year 13. But the Year 13 students are our most mature and they are
also on-site least, so although it is not possible to find a bubble of exactly adjacent rooms for Year 13, we have
through careful choice of the rooms not allocated to the other bubbles found an acceptable workaround.
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As I write we are working hard to test our selections of rooms for each bubble in order to ensure that, by the time
the bubbles are published, we have the best possible fit. We are also working on traﬃcation around the site in
order to reduce to an absolute minimum any unavoidable contact, in the course of a busy day with some 1,650
students on-site, of students from one bubble with those from others.
In a very few special cases students will, because there is no alternative, have to leave their bubble to attend
lessons elsewhere around the School. Where this has to happen we are working on cleaning and hygiene
regimes in the small number of venues in order to bring to an absolute minimum any additional risk that the
unavoidable movement may involve.
It is regrettable that for the most part students will not experience their lessons in the high-quality specialist
accommodation that we have here for the subjects which need it. Students will be taught by the subjectspecialist teachers who would normally teach them but for most of the time the lessons will take place in
whichever rooms are used to form a particular bubble. So, for instance, a Year 7 Science lesson, though taught
by a specialist Science teacher, will take place in a room other than a Science laboratory. Students about to join
the School in Year 7 so look forward to lessons such as Science in the kind of specialist accommodation that
no primary school can oﬀer. Denying them this experience is very painful for me and for all of us here.
I very much hope that the School can return to normal before too long, although it seems to be a possibility that
we must all assimilate that the bubble system may have to operate for a considerable period of time.
TIMINGS
The guidance does refer to staggered start/finish times, but for a school of our size there is little scope for this if
all students in all year-groups are to have their full programme of lessons every day. In normal circumstances
students arrive over a period of about half-an-hour so there is certainly no plan to stagger arrival times. This
means that awkward situations for families which have children in more than one year-group will be avoided. At
the end of the day we do not plan to stagger finish times other than by a few minutes, aiming thereby to ease
the movement of the various bubbles out of the School buildings - and in many cases on to the waiting buses.
This will not aﬀect those parents/carers who collect students from one or more year-groups; just the one journey
will be required and any additional waiting time will be minimal.
THE BUSES
We are in regular contact with Delaine Buses who, as always, are anxious to do all they can to provide the best
possible, safest service for our students. Many students travel to school on a Delaine bus. Further guidance will
be provided in good time but I feel confident in advising parents/carers to assume that their sons and daughters
will be able to travel to School by bus, if that is their normal mode of transport, from September.
CATERING
Catering in School presents a particular challenge if separation of the bubbles is to be achieved, all students
who wish to purchase food are to be served and payment - which cannot be made using the usual touch
system - is to be made without intolerable slowing of the process of getting the students through the various
serveries. We have four catering outlets, including the Sixth Form café, so I am sure that after a little more
thought than we have as yet had time to lavish on the problem, a workable solution will be found.
LOCKERS
Given the constraints of the bubble system we have taken the decision to temporarily suspend the hiring of
lockers for next year. Lockers are not evenly distributed across the School site and relocating them is
problematic due to limited space for their installation. In the current locations the majority of students would not
be able to access a locker without breaking out of their bubble. We are looking at ways to resolve this issue and
will provide an update in due course. Parents should not attempt to pay for locker hire until further notice; we will
be in contact shortly with the limited number of parents who have already made payments - anyone in this
position need not worry.
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Lockers that have been in use this year are currently being emptied and cleaned. Items found in lockers will be
bagged and named. These items will be returned to students in September but, if preferred, they can be
collected next week at the following times: Wednesday 15 July to Friday 17 July between 10:30 and 12:30
only. Anyone wishing to collect items at these times will not be granted access to School buildings; the
collection point is at the side gate (where students normally enter School each morning) and collection will be
supervised by a member of staﬀ.
BROADCASTS
As the weeks have passed we have made use of Teams and other systems to broadcast messages to the
student body or to parts of it. As the end of term approaches there will be final assemblies for the students to
enjoy. This week two notable broadcasts of a pastoral nature were given by members of the Leadership Team.
These were given live but I am pleased to advise that they are available to view until the end of term at the
following links:
Defining Moments - Mr Brunker gives a personal account of the highs and lows of life, how they shape us as
people, and the lessons they have taught him about kindness and resilience.
https://youtu.be/quLvoriIf88
The Trivial and the Not-So-Trivial - Mr Brooker explores - via trivial to-do lists and the value of learning - the
misunderstandings that cloud what’s important.
https://youtu.be/nPxPhZ3u5iY
My own live broadcast to the entire student body, to mark the end of the School year, is scheduled for 16:00 on
Thursday 16 July.
IMPRESSIVE VOLUNTEER HOURS
It was pleasing to receive this week our 2020
Licensed Organisation’s Volunteer Hour Certificate
from the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award organisation. In
the year to 31 March, so largely predating the
COVID-19 crisis, an impressive number of hours of
volunteering was clocked up by our student
participants in the DoE scheme. The citation with the
certificate (which is copied below) reads:

Thank you
to the
Duke of Edinburgh A a d pa icipan

Not only does volunteering provide vital support to
local communities across the country, it also provides
young people with the opportunity to take part in new
experiences, develop new skills and feel a sense of
pride in supporting the communities that they live in.
Your Volunteer Hour Certificate indicates the specific
number of hours of volunteering and social value for
your Centre during 2019/20. The number of hours is
based on the participants who have achieved their
volunteering section between 1st April 2019 and 31st
March 2020, and calculated based on them
completing the minimum one hour weekly time
commitment over the minimum duration according to
whether they completed their Bronze, Silver or Gold
Award. The social value is calculated based on the
minimum wage for under 18’s of £4.35, multiplied by
the total amount of volunteering hours conducted.

from

Bourne Grammar School
who donated

2483 hours
of voluntary service to the local community*
The social value of these hours is

£10,801
* Number of hours of volunteer service
is based on participants who have achieved their
Volunteering section between 1 April 2019 and 31 March 2020

June 2020

JACKIE BULL, DIRECTOR
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It is good to see our students contributing so much as they work towards their DoE awards alongside their
commitment to everything else they do at School. Congratulations to all involved.
Of course our DoE programme has, since the period covered by the certificate, been badly aﬀected by the
ongoing COVID-19 situation. This recognition of the good work that is done in the course of the students’
progression through the awards will, I hope, be warmly received by the School community and especially so by
the many volunteers, led by parent governor Stu Brett, who ensure that our DoE programme is as large and as
vibrant as any.
JUNIOR MATHS CHALLENGE - Mr Kelly, Maths
Below are the results for this year’s Junior Maths Challenge. The challenge was completed online and was
voluntary for students, so very well done to all those who did participate. Boundaries for the bronze, silver and
gold certificates were significantly higher than they have been in previous years, so those certificates are
particularly well earned. Congratulations to all.
Year 8

Year 7
Name
Rushworth, Kris
Shah, Vikita
Vĳayasankar, Hasini
Norfolk, Amelie
Morozova, Masha
Blair, Jonathan
Bridges, Nicholas
Lund, Lucie
Cork, Harriet
Watkinson, Amy
Hulme, Matilda
Richardson, Stephen
Tirchunapalli, Akshaya
Dougall, Alex
Tsang, Gailie
Dennis, Emma
Narang, Mayra
Potts, Holly
Stevenson, Alex
Ward, Stanley
Easton, Sam
Mitchell, Georgie
Bayliss, Will
Biloy, Georbin
Zajac, Kacper
Chong, Oscar

Certificate
Gold

Silver

Bronze

Name
Imran, Hania
Ranjith, Netra
Saralis, Theo
Sayed, Aisha
Sylvester, Nathan
Yoganathan, Keerthini
Dudley, Abbie
Perfaith, Ronnii
Brown, Taylor
Marriott, Isabella
Burton, Bella
Cupicciotti, Antonio
Fraser, Martha
Lau, William
Taylor, Alex
Ali, Shamas
Burton, Jessica
Griﬃn, Evie
Headland, Oscar
Taylor, Lucy
Young, Paul
Lamb, Joshua
Palmer, Isabelle
Andrew, Freya
Dexter, Florence
Udeaja, Gabriella

Certificate

Bronze

Name
Saeed, Nabeeha
Gupta, Sam
Jafri, Jayden
Butler, Grace
Agnihotri, Atiksh
Smith, Harrison
Suyaraj, Abira
Provost, Ollie
Aldred, Emma
Houghton, Thomas
Bointon, Archie
Jakeman, Sam
Leaton, Imogen
Main, Ewan
Bajaj, Aarnav
Fletcher, Amy
Moocarme, Louis
Prince, Madison
Damani, Shaan
Burrows, Grace
Da Re, Iris
Mylchreest, Madison
Pepper, Andrew
Edgar, Benji
Mizen, Tia
Sacker, Benjamin
Kandikattu, Sai
Stanier, Lucy

Certificate

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Name
Dudley, Rachel
Pankhania, Shreyan
Silwal, Arogya
Andali, Anica
Carson, Jack
Fashitidu, Takunda
Griﬃn, Holly
Zagorodniuc, Cristian
Jones, Zachary
Carrington, Jacob
Murdoch, Cole
Hodges, Sophie
Mawani, Miqdaad
Driver, Ellie
Merriman, Harry
Morgan, Charlie
O'Boyle, Cloda
Shafiq, Haroon
Swindell, Fay
Barrett, Josh
Greensmith, Jake
Ng, Tristan
Olivares-Alvarez, Tiﬀany
Townend, Millie
Montague, Nathan
Vachkov, Emily
Bayliss, Connie
Stewart, Ella

Certificate

Bronze

HOUSE NEWS - Report by the House Leaders
Summer House Challenge
The countdown to the summer holidays kicked oﬀ with the BGS Summer House Challenge. Students were
given the task of completing as many challenges as possible to win points for their House, in the final push
before Sports Day and the crowning of the House Champions.
There were a wide variety of challenges on oﬀer, covering a whole range of interests - from physical activities
and creative crafts, to ways of promoting wellbeing for all. Students in all year groups got involved, and the
creativity and inventiveness of the students really shone through. From creating art and completing workouts by
Joe Wicks to a very detailed appraisal of diﬀerent toast toppings, lots of students got involved to try new things
and develop their interests.
We were absolutely blown away by the number of entries we received, which made the contest even more
exciting! After a monumental eﬀort, Rorschach pulled oﬀ a dramatic victory, coming from behind to eventually win
the Summer Challenge. Meitner finished 2nd, Behn were 3rd, and Tinbergen came 4th. Thank you to all
students who took part - here are just a selection of photos to show what students got up to.
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Emilia (Rorschach) learnt to cook
paella for her family and created
some beautiful art

Ella (Tinbergen) has
been perfecting her
culinary skills

Akshaya (Meitner) made breakfast
for her family

Elijah (Tinbergen)
took part in a Joe
Wicks workout and
went on walks to look
for local wildlife

Erin (Behn) started practising
for next year’s House
Photography Competition,
taking some lovely photos
of flowers seen on
her walks

Iris (Meitner) went
adventuring

Virtual Sports Day - Tuesday 7 July
In a year shadowed with uncertainty, one thing was guaranteed - Bourne Grammar School would host its annual
Sports Day, albeit slightly diﬀerently to the usual showcase it is.
This year, students had the opportunity to compete in a Virtual Sports Day, On Tuesday students were
encouraged to take part in 10 activities, including toilet roll shot put, standing long jump, stork balance and
more. Students then emailed in their scores to add to their House’s total - it was great to see so many students
getting involved. Updates were provided all day using the PE Department’s Instagram page, providing students
with an opportunity to stay in touch with the event as they would do normally in School. Staﬀ members also had
the opportunity to enter Sports Day and give the students the opportunity to beat their scores - a number of
students submitted scores that beat staﬀ entries! Thank you to all staﬀ who got involved and submitted their
scores - the entries were dominated by PE staﬀ, with the final results showing Miss Bradley in 1st place, Mr
Bowers in 2nd place, and Mr Ray finishing in 3rd.
The student event ebbed and flowed between houses as the entries came in, but once all submissions had
been entered, the results were clear.
House
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10 & 11
Overall
Congratulations to Tinbergen for taking
the Sports Day title this year! Thank you
Behn
2nd
1st
3rd
3rd
2nd
to everyone who entered scores for
Meitner
3rd
3rd
4th
1st
3rd
Sports Day and got involved with what I
4th
4th
2nd
2nd
4th
hope was another enjoyable Sports Day Rorschach
for all.
Tinbergen
1st
2nd
1st
3rd
1st
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House Champions
This year, the House System has taken a positive step in becoming a larger part of School life. The camaraderie
between year groups has become even more apparent in a number of diﬀerent events throughout the year, both
new and existing. Many students have taken the opportunity to represent their House, and it has been really
exciting to see the amount of students of all age groups getting involved, particularly during lockdown.
It is our honour to be able to announce the House Champions for this year. All four houses
have, at some point, been in the lead and in the end it came down to the final event of the
year, Sports Day. It is fitting that such a large event decided who is named House
Champions for this academic year.
1st place: Behn
2nd place: Meitner and Rorschach
4th place: Tinbergen
Thank you to every student who has engaged with their House this year - all the House Leaders are already
excited for next year, which promises to be even bigger and better!
SPORTS PRESENTATION EVENING - Mr Ray, Director of PE & Sport
The loss of the annual Sports Presentation Evening was just one event in a long
list of cancelled events that should have taken place during the past 14 weeks.
Plans had been underway for many months to welcome our guest of honour,
Helen Richardson-Walsh (Rio 2016; Hockey gold medallist), to Bourne Grammar
for an afternoon of coaching, followed by an evening of celebration of our
students’ sporting successes. In recent years we have had a number of very
high profile Olympians, but this year would have been even more special with
the opportunity to use the new Astroturf. It is hoped that we can nevertheless
retain her services for SPE 2021 and finally oﬀer our talented hockey players
some coaching tips and inspire them to progress in the sport.
Despite the loss of the evening, it was decided to press ahead with the awards and recognise the commitment
and achievements of so many students with the awarding of School Colours, District and County representative
honours and others at local, regional and national level. In addition to there, we were also able to present, albeit
virtually, the PE Curriculum Awards - these recognise just one boy and one girl in each year group for their
engagement, progress and positive attitude to the subject across all activities, regardless of ability. Other major
awards that have emerged over the years are for outstanding performance or achievement in diﬀerent sports.
Winners of these awards have been discussed at length as a department and these, along with the Curriculum
Awards, will be able to collect their trophies from School in the near future. The long list of County
representatives was cut short this year with the loss of all athletics, an area that has seen many students reach
county, regional or national level, whilst our increasingly successful tennis teams have been unable to serve a
ball; hugely frustrating given their recent successes.
In recognition of student participation however, the production of the SPE Programme and presentation of
awards has enabled students to print oﬀ their certificates and for all to read a wide range of sports reports.
Should you wish to read the short introduction to the evening, view the programme, reports, or certificates,
please follow the links below.
Letter from Mr Ray introducing Sports Presentation Evening
Sports Presentation Evening Programme for 2020
Regardless of this, I would like to congratulate the following students for their commitment in lessons (Curriculum
Awards) or dedication to their chosen sport (Major Sports Awards).
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Curriculum Awards
Year 7 Boys
Eliasz Polak
Year 7 Girls
Millie Herrick
Year 8 Boys
Ollie Bardwell
Year 8 Girls
Lucy Stanier
Year 9 Boys
Ben Walker
Year 9 Girls
Nina Thelwell
Year 10 Boys
Joe Garner
Year 10 Girls
Evie Bage

Major Sports Awards
ANDY BROWN - BASKETBALL PLAYED OF THE YEAR TROPHY
Prasidda Jolmi (Year 9)
MOST OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN CROSS COUNTRY
Harry Hewitt (Year 10)
TESSA SANDERSON - MOST OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE
IN ATHLETICS
Max Roe (Year 9)
CONTRIBUTION TO SCHOOL NETBALL
PRESENTED BY MISS G HEMPSTEAD
Hana Ray (Year 13)
HOCKEY PLAYER OF THE YEAR
PRESENTED BY MISS C BOWTELL
Norah Brill (Year 8)

The evening itself would normally end with the presentation of the Team of the Year Award, in recognition of one
team that has achieved something very special during the course of the year. In this unique year however, two
teams have shared the award; one for their achievements in tennis that had to roll on from last academic year,
such was the progress they made in the competition and the second for their attainment this year that sadly
seem to have had their opportunity for a national final pulled from under their feet. I include below the message
that was sent to the student body on Tuesday night, informing them of the winners.
“In this truly unique year, I am delighted to announce that the Team of the Year award has been shared by two
outstanding teams: the Under 13 Boys Tennis team and the Under 13 Girls Futsal team, who have both had
outstanding seasons. The Boys Tennis were successful locally before progressing and remaining unbeaten at the
Regional Final in Birmingham. The Girls Futsal also progressed locally before sweeping all before them as they
progressed to the national semi-final. Sadly, it looks unlikely at present that they will get to compete at this level,
particularly as they were only one step from a final at St Georges Park. Well done to both teams and all students
who have attended sports clubs during the year, as well as those who have progressed to represent the district,
county or region. Have a good summer and be ready for the return of school sport in the autumn.”
YEAR 7 SPANISH CHALLENGE - Parie Desai (Year 12)
The Year 7 Spanish Challenge, run on TEAMS by Year 12 prefects Parie Desai and
Sophie Bannister, is a series of Spanish-related activities designed to be fun, carried
and suitable for all ability levels. These challenges give students a fantastic
opportunity to win prizes while working on their language skills and learning about
Hispanic culture. The Challenge will run for the rest of Term 6 and throughout the
summer holidays, meaning that it still isn’t too late to join in!
Although this has currently only been running for three weeks, we have been blown
away by the enthusiasm and eﬀort students have already demonstrated. We would
like to congratulate Isabel Turner, who has earned the maximum possible number of
points - 350 - by completing 30 out of the 30 available tasks. Her outstanding eﬀort
has seen her cook a delicious paella, design a board game to help learn vocabulary,
learn some traditional flamenco dancing, and much more. Another student has
impressed us with her - Bella Burton has now earned over 200 points and is on her
way to completing the whole challenge. Keep it up, Bella! We are very proud of
Isabel and Bella, and all of the other students working hard on the Spanish
Challenge - we can’t wait to see you all when we’re back at School to hand out some well-deserved prizes!
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SCHOOL BLOUSE SALE
A number of School blouses from old stock are still available to buy. If you wish to purchase a blouse or blouses,
please email Mrs Ford at pastoral@bourne-grammar.lincs.sch.uk. The following sizes are available: 28”, 38”, 40”,
42”. The cost of each blouse is £7. Blouses will be collected at a pre-arranged time with Mrs Ford and payment
will be made via a sealed envelope left in Reception when you collect your order.
ARTWORK
In Art, at the end of the School year, we normally take the opportunity to exhibit course work or exam pieces
from GCSE or A-Level students. Despite leaving school early, artists in Years 11 and 13 keep us updated with
their progress and work they have produced in their own time. We wanted to celebrate the hard work of these
talented and hard-working students. Below are some examples of work created both in and out of School.
Year 11

Octavia Perna

Emily Laugharne

Sam Oakley

Lea Strakova

Eva Nicholls

Sanya Narang

Harriet Wren

Rafe Wallbank
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Molly Fitz-Gibbon

Ellesia Ashton

Toby Slocombe

Amelie Surtees

Year 13

Harvey Isitt

9

Maisie Wilyeo

Amy Taylor

Ellie Lewis

Isabel Adams
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Name

Year

Staff

Subject

Jonathan Blair

7

Mrs Williamson

English

Emily Cowlard

7

Mrs Williamson

English

Connor Gibson

7

Mr Moxley

Drama

Jed Longden

7

Miss Mafusire-Strawford

Art

Masha Morozova

7

Miss Turton

English

Luke Norris

7

Mrs Lattimer

Mathematics

Grace Osborne

7

Mrs Welling

Art

Kris Rushworth

7

Miss Turton

Drama

Kris Rushworth

7

Mr Delport

Design Engineering

Oliver Trumble

7

Miss Kirby

Mathematics

Cameron Adam

8

Dr Barmby

History

Jack Carson

8

Mr Andy

Mathematics

Jack Knowles

8

Mrs Pignatiello

Drama

Evie Lound

8

Mrs Clark

Spanish

Lily Rundle

8

Mr Moxley

Drama

Will Gardner

9

Mrs Worrall

Spanish

Momina Iqbal

9

Miss Capper

History

Sophia Leaton

9

Mrs Woolf

Chemistry

Finlay Adkins-Krĳgsman

10

Mrs Baverstock

Spanish

William Byrne

10

Mrs Lattimer

Mathematics

Saanchi Chetal

10

Miss Watson

English

Alice Dossett

10

Miss Segarra Ginés

Spanish

Alex Ewart-Malcolm

10

Miss Watson

English

Izzy Gray

10

Miss Bradley

PE

Heidi Harris

10

Mrs Chapman

English

Korben Hughes

10

Miss Hurrell

Spanish

Jessica Mahoney

10

Mr Mitchell

Physics

Alexander McFarland

10

Mrs Chapman

English

Thomas Payne

10

Miss Segarra Ginés

Spanish

Fern Williams

10

Ms Creedon

Spanish

Sean Bedford

12

Mrs Mohan

PE

Bronte Claridge

12

Mr Howard

Religious Studies

Samar Damani

12

Miss Kirby

Mathematics

Ed Lowe

12

Ms Bowtell

PE

Erin Slater

12

Dr Hanson

Biology

_______________
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