BOURNE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BULLETIN
Week ending Friday 26 June 2020
From Jonathan Maddox, Headteacher
THE FIRST CYCLE COMPLETED

Year 10 has been in School this week, much of the time in something of a heatwave. It was good to see our
Year 10 students back in School, in sessions in the core subjects and relaxing with each other on the field at
lunchtime. It was evident that the students found the sessions useful and supportive. Year 10 return to remote
learning next week because the first Year 12/Year 10 cycle is now complete; it repeats from Monday with Year
12 in for their second and final week in School of this academic year.
The photograph shows a Spanish lesson in the Main Hall on Wednesday. The social distancing rules mean that
most groups need to be split across two venues but it is possible to teach full classes in the Main Hall, as here.
It gives little satisfaction to see the students separated in this way but it was good to see them so well engaged
in what they were doing.
WILL THINGS CHANGE FOR THE SCHOOL AFTER 4 JULY?
From 4 July the 2-metre rule is to be relaxed and that coincided with our fourth and final full week with students
in School - it will be the second week for Year 10. We plan no changes in the programme for that week. We will
continue as planned, with G Band in on Monday followed by S, G, S, G, and the programme will operate as
previously advertised. The students will be those who were in School this week so they will know the form.
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WHAT ABOUT SEPTEMBER?
The Government has announced that it will give formal advice regarding the opening of schools in September
next week. I warn now that it may not be received suﬃciently in advance to be referred to and interpreted in next
week’s Bulletin. It is clear from what one hears in the media that the Government is, of course, very keen to allow
all students to return to school in September. It is certainly our wish to open normally, with all students returning
and attending School every day, but we must adhere to the guidance that the Government issues.
In our School as in every other that is able to attract suﬃcient students to fill its roll it is the case that with any
form of social distancing, in which fewer than the expected number of students can be present in any given
classroom, a largely unsolvable problem arises. If, for example, schools are allowed to welcome back all
students of all ages, but with a form of social distancing which limits class sizes to, say, 15, then twice as many
teaching venues are needed compared to the normal situation when many classes are taught with 30 students.
It is an impossible situation in practically every school. Further, and quite diﬃcult to address, is the fact that such
a situation would, of course, require twice as many teachers if each half-class were to be properly taught by a
subject-specialist teacher. This, too, in practical terms is impossible. So if it has to be the case that social
distancing requires students to be taught in half-classes, then some form of compromise, most probably
involving a rota, would be required.
So, whilst the recent relaxation in social distancing from 2m to ‘1m plus’ may appear to help, it leaves schools certainly large secondary schools - in no better position if the aim is to have all students in school as usual.
It is to be hoped that we will be able to open in September without restriction on class size. If that turns out to be
the case then we can all look forward to a substantially ‘normal’ return to School for the new academic year. It is
possible that even if teaching in full classes is allowed that the guidance may place restrictions on activities such
as assemblies, dining, travelling by bus and, perhaps, some aspects of drama, music and sporting activity. We
await the guidance with much interest and, whatever is laid down for us, we will work to the limit of our collective
ability to ensure that as many students as possible have the best experience and the most ‘normal’ experience
that we can provide for them when they return in September.
Of particular concern is the new intake to Year 7. Those students, and their parents, will not have the usual
programme of induction but alternative, on-line methods will be used to give our new students and their parents
the very warmest welcome that we can muster. We are working hard too to ensure that the transition to the Sixth
Form is as smooth as possible for our own students and for the large number that will join us from other schools.
DELAYED PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS FOR SUMMER 2021
Although not as yet formally confirmed, there has been a good deal of comment lately regarding the possibility
that GCSE and A-Level examinations will be put back to close to the end of the summer term in 2021. In recent
years the examinations have been scheduled for mid-May to late June, but placing them well into July would
allow students several additional weeks’ teaching, study and support in School with their teachers. Although all
have been studying at home during the closure they have all suﬀered to some extent by not having normal
lessons in School every day. Provided that the examination boards can turn round the marking of papers in time
for the results to be published so as to allow timely and properly-managed progression to the Sixth Form and to
university, a delay such as that we have read about would be welcomed. I hope to be able to confirm the
position before too long.
ALSO TO BE CONFIRMED
We have received only outline details of the Government’s plans for £650m of ‘catch-up’ funding to be provided
to schools to help with the recovery from the period of closure. We have no detail of the funding that our School
will receive so our planning is not as yet fully developed.
I hope to be able to explain how the final week of term will be used in a subsequent issue.
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PROGRAMME OF ‘BROADCASTS’ TO STUDENTS
The following virtual broadcasts are scheduled for the final three weeks of term and are open to all students. As
per previous virtual sessions, such as the drop-ins and Q&A sessions with Heads of Year and other key staﬀ,
the relevant links will be sent directly to students via TEAMS.
Tuesday 30 June at 16:00
Getting the most from Microsoft TEAMS
Mr Brown, Deputy Headteacher (Digital Strategy/SEND/Sixth Form) shares top tips and answers live questions.
Wednesday 1 July at 16:00
Effective home learning
Mr Hewitt, Deputy Headteacher (Academic) hosts a Q&A session following his previous virtual drop-in with KS3
students.
Tuesday 7 July at 16:00
Defining moments
Mr Brunker, Deputy Headteacher (Pastoral) gives a personal account of the highs and lows of life, how they
shape us as people, and the lessons they have taught him about kindness and resilience.
Wednesday 8 July at 16:00
The Trivial and the not-so-Trivial
Mr Brooker, Assistant Headteacher (Pastoral) explores - via trivial to-do lists and the value of learning - the
misunderstandings that cloud what’s important.
Thursday 16 July at 16:00
Headteacher’s end of year address
Mr Maddox, Headteacher brings the academic year to a close.
SCHOOL BLOUSE SALE
We have a number of School blouses from old stock for sale. If you wish to purchase a blouse or blouses,
please email Mrs Ford at pastoral@bourne-grammar.lincs.sch.uk. The following sizes are available: 28”, 30”, 34”,
38”, 40”, 42”. The cost of each blouse is £7.
Blouses will be collected at a pre-arranged time with Mrs Ford and payment will be made via a sealed envelope
left in Reception when you collect your order.
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ARTWORK
Art students in Year 9 have been working on projects that reflect an area of personal interest relating to a culture.
There have been many ideas explored, such as Ancient Greece, Pop Art, Dance, Music and Street Art. Below
are some examples of the variety of topics chosen. Well done to all Year 9 students on their hard work.

Tiﬀany Wong

Keira Maxey

Kunjal Bhandari

4

Sophia Bull

Immy Dawson

Ed Trofimovas

Emily Gosling

Maddy Gamble

Tobi Olatunde
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Name

Year

Staff

Subject

Georbin Biloy

7

Mrs Lattimer

Mathematics

Florence Dexter

7

Miss Greenfield

Geography

Florence Dexter

7

Mrs Woolf

Science

Khushi Odedra

7

Mrs Williamson

English

Faith Perkins

7

Miss Turton

Drama

Kris Rushworth

7

Mrs Williamson

English

Thomas Wright-Lakin

7

Miss Greenfield

Geography

Thomas Wright-Lakin

7

Mrs Ellis

Design Engineering

Owen Nazaruk-Wheeler

7

Miss Creedon

Spanish

Harry Brear

8

Mrs Williamson

English

Grace Burrows

8

Dr Barmby

History

Lizzie Edwards

8

Miss Watson

English

Chloe Kirman

8

Miss Watson

English

Harry Merriman

8

Miss Atkinson

EPR

Charlie Morgan

8

Dr Owen

English

Andrew Pepper

8

Dr Owen

English

Nabeeha Saeed

8

Mr Gatland

English

Olivia Ward

8

Mr Gatland

English

Elĳah Ford

9

Mrs Welling

Art

Adam Taylor

9

Mrs Williamson

English

Izzy Burnside

10

Mrs Chapman

English

Jamie Flatley

10

Miss Hurrell

Spanish

Max Garthwaite

10

Mrs Cowell

French

Sophie Jordan

10

Mrs Worrall

Spanish

Joe Manning

10

Miss Bradley

PE

Tilly Manning

10

Mrs Cowell

French

Lilianna Rainer

10

Mrs Chapman

English

Milly Ramm

10

Mrs Lattimer

Mathematics

Jessica Reid

10

Miss Bennett

English

Evan Wallace

10

Mrs Clark

Spanish

Parie Desai

12

Dr Hanson

Biology

Daniel Jones

12

Mr Mitchell

Law

Louis Jones

12

Mrs Mohan

PE

Hollie Lewis

12

Ms Bowtell

PE

_______________

6

