BOURNE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BULLETIN
Week ending Friday 15 May 2020
From Jonathan Maddox, Headteacher
WHERE NOW?
We listened intently to the Prime Minister on Sunday evening as he set out his plans for beginning to lift the
country from its many weeks of lockdown.
On the reopening of schools it was confirmed that schools might start to reopen from 1 June, that is the day
after the coming half-term week. Any opening is subject to oﬃcial confirmation and is contingent on the
Government’s assessment of the state of the epidemic within England, according to its new five-point scale.
So at the moment, and for good reason, the date of schools’ reopening cannot be definitively confirmed.
On Monday, the Government released two documents regarding the reopening of schools and these set out the
current position. For secondary schools the exact wording is:
From 1 June 2020, we expect that secondary schools and colleges will be able to offer some face to face
contact with year 10 and year 12 pupils. This will not be a return to full timetables or pupils back in school or
college full time, rather some support to supplement pupils’ remote education.
In line with implementing protective measures and reducing contacts, schools and colleges should limit the
attendance of the year 10 and 12 cohort in the setting at any one time and to keep students in small groups as
set out in our guidance.
Schools and colleges should also ensure that the use of public transport for travel to and from school/college is
minimised, especially at peak times.
This gives secondary schools a great deal to think about and leaves them needing to interpret the guidance,
taking account of the very diﬃcult circumstances as they are at the moment. The Leadership Team has
considered the guidance carefully and I have been in regular contact with the Executive Headteacher at Bourne
Academy as a plan has taken shape. There is now a plan, outlined below, and although each school will operate
as best suits its needs within each week, our week-by-week programmes are essentially the same.
YEAR-GROUPS 7, 8 and 9
It has to be assumed, based on what we have from the Government at the moment, that students in Years 7, 8
and 9 will not return to School in any manner for the rest of this School year. I sincerely hope that normality will
have resumed by September, when a new Year 7 cohort joins us along with students who join our Sixth Form
from other schools, but that remains uncertain at the moment. I know that some students will find this news
easier to absorb than others. It is terrible news for any Headteacher to have to convey. Parents/carers and
students can be reassured that students in Years 7, 8 and 9 will not be forgotten and we will continue our eﬀorts
to ensure that all students in these years can continue their learning at home.
AN OUTLINE OF THE PLAN FOR YEARS 10 AND 12
I emphasise that our detailed planning is not complete, and it will be some time yet before we will be in a
position to explain exactly what will be oﬀered, and exactly when, for students in Years 10 and 12 and to the
School’s staﬀ. I should appreciate it if parents/carers could not contact the School to ask for details of the plan;
once the plan is ready, and we are in a position to release full details, we will do so.
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ATTENDANCE
In the first instance we will contact parents of students in Years 10 and 12 to determine parents’ intentions
regarding sending their sons/daughters to School, during the periods for which the School is open to them.
The Government has made it clear that this must be a choice that parents have to make for themselves, taking
into account all the issues which impact on returning to School. We will allow ourselves plenty of time - as is
evident from the schedule below - to address issues of social distancing (including by managing the number of
students in each session), cleaning, hygiene, traﬃcation, catering, transport etc, but it is obvious that total
elimination of all risk is impossible to achieve in a school setting, as in any other.
Once we know how many students expect to attend, we can refine our planning. The programme for Term 6 will
be as follows:
Throughout Term 6
School open for supervision of the children of Critical Workers.
Weeks commencing 1 June and 8 June
School closed to students (except for supervision for children of Critical Workers). Preparations under way at
School.
Weeks commencing 15 June and 29 June
School open to Year 12 only. Under the model used to construct the timetable for the Sixth Form, academic
subjects are timetabled in five blocks, A to E. Sessions in subjects from Block A will be scheduled for Mondays,
those in Block B for Tuesdays and so on. Students will be provided in advance with their personalised
timetables which will show the days on which they may attend - which will be those according to the blocks in
which their subjects are placed. It is expected that in most cases, students will have access to their usual
teachers.
Weeks commencing 22 June and 6 July
School open to Year 10 only, on a basis similar in principle to that set out above for Year 12. Due to the way in
which the timetable is constructed in Year 10, which is diﬀerent from in Year 12, the planning for the sessions in
Year 10 is more complicated and is still in the planning stage. Again, though, the normal School timetable will not
apply and students will be provided with their own personalised timetable. Sessions in core subjects will be
provided. It is not certain at the moment that there will be sessions in all subjects.
Week commencing 13 July
To be confirmed (except for supervision for children of Critical Workers). Preparations under way in School for
opening in September, probably under social distancing circumstances.
APPLICABLE TO ALL STUDENTS IN YEARS 10 AND 12
Students should attend School only for their session(s). They may not spend time in School for any other
purpose, save for lunch, should lunch immediately precede or follow their session. At other times and on other
days, students will stay at home.
STAFFING
We will do our very best to ensure that all sessions are led by subject specialists. Where the anticipated
specialist staﬀ are unable to attend School and we cannot cover the session with other specialist staﬀ, and this
is known in advance, then every eﬀort will be made to contact parents and students in advance and the relevant
session will be cancelled.
PPE/SOCIAL DISTANCING/CLEANING
The oﬃcial guidance is clear regarding face-masks:
Wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other education settings is not recommended.
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We will use the oﬃcial guidance as a basis, within the fixed constraints of the School estate, to establish a
regime which allows students to go about their movement around the School under social distancing. There will
be limited catering service, and social distancing arrangements will be implemented here too. The School’s
cleaning contractors will be directed to respond appropriately to the current situation. In addition, a deep-clean of
the site is now under way. During the two weeks of preparation, further aspects of risk-minimisation will be
addressed.
TRANSPORT TO SCHOOL
We will prepare and circulate some specific guidance for students and parents, working with Delaine Buses.
Given that only one year-group will be in School in any of the relevant weeks, congestion on transport is
minimised.
The following are taken from https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-forpassengers.

- Consider all other forms of transport before using public transport.
- If you can, wear a face covering if you need to use public transport.
- Wearing a face covering is optional and is not required by the law. If you choose to wear one, it is important to
-

use face coverings properly and wash your hands before putting them on and after taking them off.
Social distancing applies to children as well as adults. Children should keep their distance from others who are
not in their household, where possible.

It is hoped and advised that, as far as possible, students in a position to walk to School should do so.
BOOK RETURN
Students in Years 10 and 12 who attend School during Term 6 and have siblings in the present Year 11 and
Year 13 are asked to assist the School by bringing in text-books which their siblings have at home. This year it is
not possible to organise a book-return day as we would normally. Books worth many thousands of pounds are
in issue and they will be needed for next year. Further details regarding book return and information about how
this will be carried out safely will follow. Students’ and parents’ assistance in this will warmly welcomed and
much appreciated.
–––––––––––––––––
MICROSOFT TEAMS
Following the introduction throughout the School on Monday of Microsoft Teams, Deputy Headteacher Mr Brown
offers the following tips to help students and parents as they get used to working with the new system:Thank you for your support as we switched over to Microsoft Teams this week. I’m delighted to say that in the
first few days of using Teams, many students have managed to submit work and receive feedback successfully.
Following some initial feedback from students and parents, I write to provide some additional information to help
you get the most from the Teams system.
Getting Started with Teams
Video tutorials, produced in-house, are now available which walk users through the main features of Teams
using either a desktop/laptop computer or a smartphone. Even if you are familiar with the Teams interface, you
may find it useful to watch the parts that explain how you can access free versions of MS Word to complete
work on your computer or phone.
Assignments vs Posts
On Teams, not every piece of work that you will complete will require uploading for marking by your teachers.
Work that does not require handing in will be set as a ‘post’ and will not be visible in the ‘Assignments’ tab.
You should complete these types of tasks independently as you have been doing with the MILK tasks that were
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set prior to the Teams launch. Work that you do need to submit for marking will appear in the ‘Assignments’ tab
as per the guides that were emailed to you previously.
Better Notifications
When a teacher sets you an Assignment, this will appear in your ‘Activity’ tab and if you are using a smartphone,
you will also receive a notification. By default, work set as ‘Posts’ (i.e. work that you are not required to hand in)
by your teachers will be shown in bold type in your list of classes, but this does not trigger a notification. To
ensure that you don’t inadvertently miss any posted work, it is strongly recommended that you enable activity
notifications for posts, by following these quick steps on either your computer or smartphone.
FAQs
I’m a parent – can I see what work is being set on Teams for my child?
Yes. Parents/carers are able to access the Teams system by installing the MS Teams app on a smartphone and
asking their child to log into it with their username and password. If you have more than one child in the School,
you can add another account once you have logged in with your first child’s details by tapping the top-left icon in
the Teams window (this looks like three horizontal lines), then tapping ‘Add account’. Once done, you can quickly
switch between children by tapping the top-left icon again and tapping on the student’s account that you wish to
see.
I can’t see a ‘hand in’ button for a piece of work
This will be a ‘post’ rather than an ‘assignment’. Not every piece of work that you are set needs to be handed in.
I use MILK to see my timetable, and I’m still catching up with my work - will MILK be turned off on Friday?
No. The MILK app will continue to load and run on your devices from Monday – the only diﬀerence is that no
further work will be sent to you using MILK.
Do I work in an exercise book? On paper? With MS Word? Google Docs?
It is possible to upload work in a variety of formats, but wherever possible we would encourage you to try to use
MS Word documents because your teachers can edit these and provide feedback easily using Word. If you are
using a laptop/desktop computer and are accessing Teams with a web-browser, you can access a free online
version of MS Word by clicking the top-left most icon in the Teams window which looks like nine dots, then
choosing ‘Word’ from the menu that appears. Students working on a mobile device can install the free MS Word
app, then use this to upload work. In the linked video, I show how you might complete some work for a task that
is well-suited for completing on paper (e.g. Maths/Art) and submit it in such a way that your teacher could
annotate it - if needed - as part of your feedback.
MILK now allows uploads. Why don’t we stick with MILK?
The main reasons behind the decision to change to Teams are as follows:
Capacity. The MILK system has improved significantly since the early stages of the lockdown, but the Teams
system is powered by Microsoft’s world-class servers, can handle very large numbers of students concurrently
and can provide unparalleled stability and performance for our students. Microsoft has a large support team
which is available almost constantly and is able to resolve any issues very quickly.
Capability. The MILK system allows work to be uploaded and for a comment to be given by the teacher. With
Teams, a student can upload a Word/PowerPoint document which the teacher can open, annotate, save and
return for the student to see. It also supports students uploading photographs of their work and even allows the
flexibility for students to provide links to Google Docs files. As we look ahead, there is the potential for us to
explore other features of Teams that are not available on the MILK platform.
Will I be able to have live face-to-face video lessons from all my teachers?
This is unlikely. Our teachers’ School-issued laptops do not have webcams, and the quality of broadband
available at each person’s house will vary significantly so we could never guarantee that the quality of such a
broadcast would be consistently adequate. We are exploring the possibility of audio-conferencing, which might
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allow classes and teachers to come together to talk through any diﬃculties they may have had with the work that
has been set. Where teachers have suﬃciently good broadband, it may be possible to use this in conjunction
with features such as screen-sharing.
I hope this information is helpful - if you have a question that hasn’t been covered here, please contact
itsupport@bourne-grammar.lincs.sch.uk.
ARTWORK
Before the lockdown, Art students in Year 9 were about to complete a final outcome for their project, Abstract
Art. We have been extremely impressed with work produced by students in all years during this time and wanted
to share some of the examples from Year 9, who have worked incredibly hard on their pieces.

Sophie Brown

Kunjal Bhandari

Momina Iqbal

Sophia Leaton

Grace Munton-Hague

Toby Fisk
_______________
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