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From Jonathan Maddox, Headteacher
PROMOTIONS
I am delighted to announce three promotions within our pastoral care structure.
Mr Tom Brooker has given exceptional service as Head of Year 11, guiding students at a very challenging stage
in their education with fine judgement, deftness and tact. The impression he has made on several Year 11
cohorts has been lasting and deeply appreciated by the students and their parents. He has without doubt
contributed substantially to the run of fabulous success at GCSE that our students have achieved in recent
years. Mr Brooker will at the start of Term 6 (1 June) join the Leadership Team in the new post of Assistant
Headteacher (Pastoral). We wish him well and look forward to seeing the influence of his work with students
across the broader canvas of the whole School.
Two vacancies for Deputy Heads of Year have arisen and these have been accepted, after an exhaustive
interview process conducted virtually during the closure period, by Mr Josh Bowers (PE Department) and Mrs Jo
Lattimer (Mathematics Department). Both shone out amongst their colleagues in a large and very strong field.
They commence their new responsibilities, with our very best wishes, in September.
STILL NO RETURN DATE
There are signs that the country is beginning to move back to work but there is still not a confirmed position
regarding the date from which schools will be allowed to reopen. I sense that we may be allowed to return or,
more probably, be allowed to operate a partial return, after half-term. That would mean the School being open
for the first time on Monday 1 June.
Some countries have started the process with primary schools alone reopening. Others, in an attempt to require
social distancing in the working school environment, have gone for smaller class-sizes to facilitate a form of
social distancing within the classroom. The obvious corollary to that approach is that not all year-groups would
return at the same time. There has been talk of students attending on ‘one/two week(s) on, one/two week(s) oﬀ’
arrangements.
We will need a while to plan if, as is probable, there is some form of partial return. It is to be hoped that suﬃcient
clear warning will be given to ensure that the School is ready for the students, however they are to return to us,
when at last they do return.
2021 SUMMER PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS
I have seen reports of a suggestion that the 2021 public examinations may be put back to dates towards the
end of the 2021 summer term to allow students a few more weeks in lessons, in view of the lesson time lost this
year. If oﬃcially confirmed, this will aﬀect students currently in Year 10 and Year 12.
NO INTERNAL EXAMINATIONS THIS SCHOOL YEAR
Once we get back to School and whatever safety precautions that are required have been understood and
implemented, the priority then will be for the students to be brought back up-to-speed and up-to-date with their
academic work. For this reason it has been decided that there will be no internal examinations for the remainder
of the present School year. All matters within the academic departments which would normally be informed by
internal examinations such as setting of students for next year will be done, but decisions will be based on the
considerable body of monitoring data we hold already along with teachers’ professional judgement.
The processes will be led by the Subject Leaders.
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The sole possible exception to the decision that there will be no internal examinations is for Year 12. The School
must provide predicted grades in advance of these students’ possible university applications in the autumn.
If we judge that the return date, and the nature of the return, make practicable some type of formal testing for
Year 12 and we feel that the testing would be of value suﬃcient to outweigh the teaching time lost, then we will
carry out the tests. The decision will be made, and the students advised, in good time.
REPORTING
There will be no reporting to parents for the rest of the academic year. Parents of students in Year 12 will receive
a summary sheet showing the Final UCAS Predicted grades, but this will not be a full written report.
EVENTS
Terms 5 and 6 are usually full of a number of important School events. The Government is yet to clarify what
restrictions there must be on these but it is almost inevitable, from the perspective we have at the moment, that
these events cannot run this summer. The events include our annual Open Evening, the Sixth Form Induction
Day, the New Year 7 Welcome Day, Sports Presentation Evening and the Prize Night for Years 7-10.
BOOK RETURN
We are considering how best to recover from students in Years 11 and 13 the School-owned text-books that
remain in their possession. Some books cost as much as £40 to replace and with so many in issue it is
essential that they are all returned. The usual practice is to ask students to bring their books in on the day of their
last examination. This year it is likely that we will ask students to bring their books in on results day. There will be
a separate communication on this matter in due course.
IMPROVING THE ESTATE
Whilst work on the Astroturf progresses so well, I am pleased to confirm that the Governors have recently
approved a major programme of further investment in our School. Taking advantage of the School’s closure, we
have brought forward commencement of Phase II of our redevelopment programme and work will start on
Monday 4 May, continuing in the event that the School is able to open in Term 6. This is a substantial project,
amounting to an investment of some £250,000 which the School is able to fund from its own resources.
The majority of students across the School will enjoy the benefits of the improvements, which will be complete
and ready for use from September. The project is being led by Deputy Headteacher Mr Ransom who writes:
Phase II will remodel and refurbish the 8 former Science labs and 2 prep rooms to convert them into 11 modern
classrooms with new flooring, ceilings and LED lighting. This suite of rooms will accommodate the English
Department, which is currently split across 2 floors, on one floor from September 2020.
The current 8 English classrooms located on the ground floor were partially refurbished last summer in Phase I.
In Phase II they will be fitted with new ceilings and LED lighting to complete their refurbishment. Once vacated by
the English Department, these rooms will be the new permanent home for History, Ethics, Philosophy & Religion
(EPR) and an additional Geography classroom.
The Counselling Suite will also be refurbished to improve its sound-proofing.
The relocation of History from the New Block to the Main Building will provide 2 additional classrooms for
Mathematics and an additional room for Modern Foreign Languages as well as providing an alternative teaching
room for GCSE PE theory lessons.
The relocation of EPR will provide one-year temporary accommodation for Psychology and Sociology until we
are able to implement further phases from the summer of 2021.
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EXCELLENT FEEDBACK FOR THOMAS - Mr Mitchell, Subject Leader: Law
Thomas Lawson (Year 12) submitted an essay for the Supreme Court Law Writing Competition in January and
recently received feedback. While he did not take one of the three prizes, it was clear that he was close to doing
so, as indicated by the following feedback that he received from one of the court’s Judicial Assistants:
“This was an excellent essay. The author set out a clear and sophisticated answer to the question in the
introductory paragraphs and mapped out the structure of the essay well. The essay then stuck to that structure,
with good sign-posts along the way. The different sides of the debate were considered and tackled
appropriately, leading to a nuance answer which gave varying weight to different forms of public interest and
different aspects of the right to privacy. There were a few points that ought to have been developed further: for
example, the statement that ‘the public interest should not be allowed to interfere with privacy in the moral
sphere’ ought to have been supported by a clearer definition of what ‘the moral sphere’ covers. In addition, the
assertion that ‘the Supreme Court and many others would argue that’ privacy rights can justifiably be interfered
with in certain circumstances was somewhat misleading. The Supreme Court’s function is not to make
‘arguments’ in this way; instead, it is to interpret and apply the law as it stands in an impartial manner. Overall,
though, the author is to be congratulated for a very impressive piece of work.”
Although Thomas was disappointed not to have received a prize, he thought that this feedback was very
valuable and the process of writing a research essay for this standard of competition, on the balance the law
should strike between public interests and private rights, was an especially useful experience.
ROYAL ACADEMY YOUNG ARTISTS’ SUMMER SHOW
It is a very great pleasure to publish in this issue the thirteen exceptional pieces of artwork which are to be
submitted for inclusion in the Royal Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show. During this very diﬃcult and
debilitating period it is good to be reminded so vividly of the wonderful things that go on in School. It was a joy to
receive the images from our Subject Leader of Art, Mrs Welling, who is as thrilled as I am by the quality of these
pieces. I do hope that readers of the Bulletin will enjoy the pictures too. Our very best wishes to all thirteen
students for success in the Show. Mrs Welling writes:
“During the lockdown, Art students in Years 11, 12 and 13 have had the opportunity to enter their work to the
Royal Academy Young Artists’ Summer Show. Should students be successful getting through to the next stage,
they will see their work exhibited in an online exhibition and later, in the Royal Academy itself. The students below
have chosen to enter new pieces or final outcomes from their GCSE and A-Level courses. The Art Department
has been pleased and proud to celebrate their work and submit such outstanding entries.”

Captain Tom
Rebecca Fielding (Year 12)

Architectural Evolution
Jasmine Bista (Year 11)
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Street Scene
Amy Taylor (Year 13)

Isolated
Olivia Thompson (Year 11)

Materialistic
Georgia Goodrum (Year 12)

Tashi
Sian Manzur (Year 11)

The Lamp She Lit
Sam Beaton (Year 12)

Genetica
Octavia Perna (Year 11)

NHS Newly Born
Charlotte Payne (Year 12)
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Requiem
Harvey Isitt (Year 13)

The Future in Need
Abby Garthwaite (Year 12)

Skull and Cigarettes
Ellie Harrison (Year 12)

Re-growth
Isabel Adams (Year 13)

_______________
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