BOURNE GRAMMAR SCHOOL BULLETIN
Week ending Friday 13 December 2019
From Jonathan Maddox, Headteacher
KAFKA’S METAMORPHOSIS - The Sixth Form Play

In contrast to the singing and dancing that entertains us so splendidly each March, the Sixth Form play given each year around Christmas in the intimacy of the Drama Studio - is an opportunity for our most
mature and theatrically-experienced students to show us what they can do in the realm of serious theatre.
I write on Sunday evening after seeing Metamorphosis twice, on Thursday 5 and Friday 6 December.
That it has taken me a while to summon together words which might, in some way, do justice to our
students’ achievement might be due to the fact that this production was one which left its audience
exhausted, drained, moved and disturbed.
A glance at the cast list confirmed that the audience would enjoy student acting at the very highest of our
elevated Bourne Grammar standards. It was good to see that along with the glitterati were listed several
students less experienced on our stage, including some new this September to our School.
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Kafka’s novella, from which our performing version was adapted by Berkoff, is the story of a young and
hard-working salesman, Gregor, living with his parents and sister, who woke one morning to find himself
transformed into some kind of appalling, unnatural giant insect. Able to sense his surroundings and to hear
and understand the reactions of those who see him, but unable to communicate with them, we witness
Gregor’s despair, agony and eventual distressing, tragic death.
The unnaturalness of Gregor’s situation was emphasised by the casting of his part to no fewer than eleven
students, both male and female. The play opened to the disturbing sight of Gregor, awaking for the first time
after his metamorphosis. But we didn’t see the eleven actors and actresses; obscured by a translucent
plastic screen, the silence was broken by a tentacle-like hand clawing against the plastic, then another, then
a hideous mass of writhing arms and legs, all in silhouette. At last a finger pierced the screen and others tore
it away to reveal all eleven Gregors in their agony.
Gregor’s mother - brilliantly and sensitively played by Evie Kendrew - summoned every scrap of energy and
determination that only a mother can when caring for her child to help Gregor, doing her best to love and
care for him as her son in spite of his hideous transformation. Caitlin Morris, at the height of her powers and
here in a really big part, was just as impressive as Gregor’s sister and the family member to whom the
essential duties of tending to Gregor chiefly fell.
Tommy Skinner, for a change in a deadly serious role, was the man of the house. Severe, cold and unable to
feel anything other than animal revulsion for his transfigured son he played his part with astonishing
sensitivity.
The performers were on stage for practically the whole of the seventy-five, interval-less minutes. Against the
family, and Gregor, was set a group of mysterious Chief Clerks/Lodgers/Chorus performers, of which there
were six. Often speaking in unison and without emotion they wove unease around the appalling story as it
unfolded, adding unsettling pace to the drama.
It was an inspired decision to give Metamorphosis with no interval. It was a clever artistic decision too to
dispense with the usual bows at the end of the performance. The drained audience was left with the eleven
Gregors, lit in deathly grey, lifeless on the scaffold tower and, after the applause, the actors remained in role
until the theatre had cleared. On the Friday, with my phone to hand, I stole a single image of this most
leaden moment to include in my report:
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However they entertain us our students always thrill and move their audience. They so evidently love what
they do and relish working together on something really challenging, in order to deliver a performance of
utmost quality. Their enjoyment was at last revealed after the final audience member had left and the
Gregors erupted into a much-needed release of tension. There was laughter, embracing and, perhaps not
surprisingly, tears. This was an intense theatrical experience for everyone and a towering achievement for
our students.
I am particularly grateful to Ben Gough who ensured that this most atmospheric of pieces was beautifully
and sensitively lit at every moment. I join the cast in thanking Mr Moxley for his skilful and imaginative
direction and production.

ESAA CROSS-COUNTRY CUP NATIONAL FINAL - Report by Mr Sheppard
Last weekend saw three teams competing in the National Final of the English Schools Cup at Mount
St.Mary’s School, Spinkhill. Each race consisted of around 150 runners from the top schools and for
students this marks the highest level of competition they can achieve. For three Bourne Grammar teams to
reach the National Final is a great success.
The first race of the day was the Inter Girls’ competition and after a furious start our team battled throughout
for positions. The team was led home by Charlotte Cullen in 22nd place with Erin Cox (42nd) not too far
behind. Aoife Glasswell (79th) and Tilly Manning (91st) closed the scoring for the team with Hannah Taylor
(107th), who battled through ill health to run, and Lauren Stewart (122nd). The Inter Girls’ team was placed
13th, which was a strong performance given that four of the girls were from the younger year.
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Second up were the Junior Boys who performed
admirably despite - for the majority of them - this being
their first race at national level. Our returning competitor
Johan Coughlan was the standout performance; he picked
up ten or so places over the course of the race to finish in
12th. Second in for the team was Louis Sanderson in
118th after which the remaining trio of boys Charlie Treacy,
Owen Nazaruk-Wheeler and Bayley Graham finished in
130th, 131st and 132nd respectively. Our thanks to
Thomas Preston and Max Heames who, as result of injury
and illness, were unable to compete, particularly with Tom
running fantastically in the previous round.
Rounding things off was our strongest team of the day in
the Inter Boys’ race, where Harry Hewitt took the field on
from the start of the race before running to a 4th place
finish - this is the second best ever individual placing at national level and the well-earned result of
dedication. In the last year Harry has made exceptional progress and through his focus and commitment to
training has been a great role model for those around him. Alex Galpin put in another strong performance
also to finish 33rd, one of best positions from the day. Owen James picked up positions as the race
progressed to finish in 60th with Hugo Brill (84th) and Joe Garner (89th) rounding off the team which finished
in 8th place. Despite injury and late withdrawal it was a pleasure to see Seb attend the race to support the
team that he has been so keen a part of throughout the year.
Students are reminded that I continue to run training sessions on Monday after school for more focused
training and Wednesday after school for longer, threshold pace or mileage-based training. These are open to
all students and, for those who are more serious runners, they aim to supplement external sessions. Thanks
go to the sponsors of the Junior Boys team, Rosedale Property Services, for helping to fund their high
quality kit, the many parents who came to support and indeed to the athletes themselves who ran
excellently. Next year the National Final is in Newquay so we look forward to an eight hour trip down hopefully, for the first time, with all four teams!
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SCHOOL MOCK GENERAL ELECTION - Thursday 12 December
As is our tradition, as the country went to the polls we ran our
own election in School, the electorate being every student and
every adult employee. The turnout was the best we have seen in
recent years at 810, although as a percentage of the size of our
School it was rather below the national average turnout for
general elections.
Our last two Mock General Elections have been run by Year 7
Citizenship students but this time the Head Students, led by
Jonny Gutteridge, took back control but many Year 7 Citizenship
students were drafted in to assist. In the past we have used a
ballot paper which was exactly that used at the same time in the
real election in the Grantham & Stamford parliamentary
constituency. This time though, with just four candidates standing
in Grantham & Stamford, and at such a momentous point in our
country’s political life, the decision was taken to list the parties without excision - which were fielding candidates in the marginal
Peterborough constituency. The results were as follows:
Liberal Democrats - To Stop Brexit* - 225 (*wording understood to be used on the Peterborough constituency ballot paper)
The Conservative Party - 187
Labour Party - 174
The Official Monster Raving Loony Party - 111
Green Party - 90
Brexit Party - 13
Christian Peoples Alliance - 10

YEAR 13 ENGLISH STUDENTS VISIT ELSEA PARK PRIMARY ACADEMY - Eleanor Waldock (Year 13)
Last Tuesday, the Year 13 English Language class took a trip to Elsea Park Primary Academy to observe
student/teacher interaction in the classroom and how this varies across the range of ages within primary
school. We watched lessons in all year groups from Reception up to Year 6, and were even treated to a look
at the school’s nativity play rehearsals.
We enjoyed observing the creative techniques used by teachers in Reception to encourage learning, and
watched more independent study higher up the school. We are all very grateful to the school for welcoming
us, as what we have seen will be useful for our unit on Child Language Acquisition.
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THE YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALISTS CLUB - STEPS TO A MORE SUSTAINABLE CHRISTMAS
Members of the Young Environmentalist
Club have been talking about how we can
become more sustainable in how we live our
lives. We looked into the environmental
impact that our Christmas period has with
gift giving and eating habits, just to name a
few.
We came up with ways to reduce our own
footprint on the environment at Christmas
time, so here are our top tips for having a
more sustainable Christmas:
- Using brown paper to wrap presents as it
is recyclable, or even using a scarf.
- Either skip Christmas crackers or use
‘plastic-free’ alternatives
- Buy friends and family cool ‘eco-friendly’
presents, like bamboo toothbrushes,
coconut bowls, metal straws and plants (such as cacti)
- Buy your Christmas meat from a sustainable and humane source, such as a local farm shop
- Alternatively, try to reduce your meat and animal product consumption over the holiday period, even
opting for a vegan Christmas if you want to
- Plastic-free Christmas decorations
- Try giving homemade gifts like knitted clothes, jam and bakes, upcycled items and non-materialistic gifts
- Sending electronic Christmas cards or make your own out of recycled materials, like elephant dung paper
(for example, PooPooPaper: www.poopoopaper.com/en)
- Recycle your Christmas tree by planting it in your garden (if it’s a potted tree), send it to a local farm to be
used or use it around your house as decorations, compost, or make something completely new
- When doing your Christmas shopping: try and limit it to one trip; use public transport if you can; use fabric
shopping bags; ‘carpool’ with other people to cut down carbon emissions from transport.
We’re dreaming of a Green Christmas. By following even just a few of these simple steps you can give our
environment the Christmas it deserves. It may not seem like much but if we all commit to making a small
change, we can make a big difference.
Merry Christmas from everyone at the Young Environmentalist Club!
IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE DIARY 2020
Year 9 Options Evening - Tuesday 11 February 2020
Year 9 students, in discussion with their parents, will be asked to choose the GCSE subjects they would like
to study in Years 10 and 11.
Parents and Year 9 students will have the opportunity to find out more about the Key Stage 4 (KS4)
curriculum at the GCSE Options Evening which will be held in School on Tuesday 11 February from 19:00 21:00.
The main presentation will take place at 19:00 and repeated at 20:00 in the Hall and will explain how option
preferences are selected using the online system. During the evening you will also have the chance to talk
with each relevant Subject Leader along with Year 10 students who are currently following courses that may
be on interest.
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Student Review Day (SRD) - Friday 6 March 2020
Student Review Day is an important day in the School calendar and is an opportunity for a one-to-one
discussion with your son/daughter’s tutor to explore his/her progress in more detail. Students will be set
work to complete at home on SRD (one hour of work per subject lesson timetabled on that day) and are
expected to attend their meeting at School along with their parent(s)/carer(s).
The online booking system for Student Review Day will open on Friday 17 January 2020 at 20:00.
Information and guidance about SRD, including your login details and how to book your appointment online
will be sent by email to Priority 1 parents (as recorded on our database) on that day. Appointments will be
available from 08:30 - 18:15 (last appointment) and are booked on a first-come basis.
Student Teacher Consultation Evenings (STCE) - Tuesday 17 and Wednesday 18 March 2020
Following the tutor meeting on SRD (and informed by the discussions at that meeting), appointments with
up to four subject teachers may be arranged, at which more detailed, subject-specific concerns can be
discussed. The Subject Teacher Consultation Evenings will run from 16:30 to 20:00. Bookings for these
evenings will also be made online; further details to follow in due course.
Please note that:
1. All SRD and STCE appointments must be made online - it is not possible to make appointments in any
other way.
2. Only one SRD appointment can be made per student, which will be offered to the Priority 1 parent the
student lives with.
Further details on all important dates to follow in due course.
BRIDGE
I have received the following excellent news from the Stamford Youth Bridge Academy: Harriet Cork (Year 7)
has been selected to train for the England Under-16 Team after playing Bridge regularly at Baston School for
the last three years.
INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS
Music
- Jasmine Forster (Year 12) recently passed her Grade 6 Violin exam with Merit.
- Kaitlyn Hallas (Year 9) recently passed her Grade 5 ABRSM Piano exam.
- Holly Potts (Year 7) has successfully auditioned for the prestigious National Children’s Orchestra, where
she will be playing Oboe and Cor Anglais.
- Mac Gatward-Clarke (Year 11) has passed his Grade 5 Classical Guitar exam.
Theatre
- Amelie Murphy (Year 9) has successfully auditioned for the youth choir in the West End Production of
Joseph and the Technicolour Dreamcoat, and will perform at The New Theatre, Broadway, Peterborough
from Tuesday 7 to Saturday 11 January 2020.
Sport
- Ben Unwin (Year 7) recently passed his Karate Grade 5th Kyu.
- Alex Sadler (Year 8) has been selected by East Midlands Swimming to
represent the region at the Inter Divisional Swimming Championships in
February 2020 - he is one of three students from Lincolnshire schools
who have been selected to represent East Midlands to compete against
swimmers from the seven other regions across the country.
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Name

Year

Staﬀ

Subject

Elliot Southwood

7

Mrs Worrall

Spanish

Thomas Wright-Lakin

7

Miss Smallshaw

Science

Matilda Eagle-Brown

7

Miss Smithson

English

Lucie Lund

7

Mr Howard

EPR

Hayden Thrift

7

Mrs Woolf

Science

Emily Nurse

7

Mrs Ellis

Design Engineering

Isaac Malcolm

7

Mr Walker

Computing

Harrison Smith

8

Miss Lindley

Geography

Caleb Yates

8

Mr Delport

Design Engineering

Caleb Yates

8

Miss Lindley

Geography

Finleigh Bastin-Northcott

8

Mrs Pignatiello

Drama

Jack Knowles

8

Mrs Pignatiello

Drama

Ben Aldred

8

Miss Atkinson

EPR

Thomas Leonard

8

Mr Dougall

Design Engineering

Manasa Gigi

8

Mr Fone

Computing

Isaiah Gyamfi

8

Miss Segarra Ginés

Spanish

Enoch Ekundayomi

9

Mrs Williamson

English

Enoch Shafe

9

Miss Smithson

EPR

Freya Dimeloe

9

Dr Owen

English

Efe Halilov

9

Dr Owen

English

Megan Smith

9

Ms Bowtell

PE

Isobel McLay

9

Mr Mitchell

Physics

Ed Trofimovas

9

Mrs Williamson

English

Joseph Amos

9

Mr Miller

Physics

Liam Bedford

10

Mr Edwards

Spanish

Tommy Armitage

10

Miss Creedon

Spanish

Sebastien Croxall

10

Dr Barmby

History

Daniel Yates

10

Miss Dorosenko

Biology

Ciara Glasswell

11

Mr Gatland

English

Emily Scrafton

11

Mrs Mohan

PE

Tom Sadler

11

Miss Bennett

English

Elise Butler

12

Mr Mitchell

Law

Molly Howard

12

Miss Thurlow

Sociology

Charlotte Rist

13

Mr Tomlinson

Music

Holly Barber

13

Dr Hanson

Biology

_______________
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