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From Jonathan Maddox, Headteacher
MORE PROGRESS

At this time of year the Government populates its ‘Compare School Performance’ website and in recent
years we have featured especially prominently in terms of Progress 8, the most important measure used by
the authorities to judge schools’ progress in the years up to the GCSE examinations. Our Progress 8 figure
this year is significantly ahead of the excellent and leading figure achieved last year and the provisional figure
just published is 0.8. This means that, on average and despite our intake at Year 7 being selective, our
students achieve GCSE grades which are 80% of a grade ahead of those they might be expected to
achieve. Our impressive, statistically significant figure is further evidence that our students’ fabulous success
at GCSE really is, at least in part, due to factors within the control of this particular School, such as teaching
quality, academic support and pastoral care. Our GCSE students did brilliantly well this summer so it is
pleasing to see their achievements coming through into the important published national figures.
YEAR 11 HISTORY TRIP TO STIRLING BRIDGE - Report by Oliver Lee (Year 11)
At 05:00 on Wednesday 16 October, a weary
group of students and teachers boarded a
coach bound for Stirling, a city in southern
Scotland, just north of Edinburgh. Our first
destination was the Wallace Memorial, a tower
commemorating W illiam Wallace who
defeated the English at the Battle of Stirling
Bridge in 1297, and part of our GCSE studies.
The tower has a total of 246 steps, although
once climbed afforded a commanding view of
the surroundings, including the river Forth, site
of the Battle of Stirling Bridge.
We then visited the first of two castles on our
itinerary: Stirling Castle was considered the
gateway to Scotland, and changed hands
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numerous times over the course of history.
Exhausted after our 7-hour journey, we journeyed
on to Edinburgh - driven by our excellent bus
driver, Chris.
The following day, after a leisurely breakfast, we
walked 15 minutes to Edinburgh Castle, with its
amazing fortifications, and the Scottish Crown
Jewels sealed within.
After a much-needed lunch break, we massed
opposite a large governmental building, buried
beneath which was a 17th century street, the Mary
King Close. Our enthusiastic guide led us through
the dark and claustrophobic ‘low-houses’; these
were the bottom floor of buildings once reaching up to 14 storeys high. We were shown a single-room
house, the inhabitants of which were all shown to be dying of various forms of plague. Outside their window,
on the narrow, enclosed street, a white flag was a message for the raven-beaked plague doctors who
roamed the 70 Edinburgh closes.
Our next visit was to the Camera Obscura, a tall tower full of hundreds of different illusions, from strangelyshaped rooms and disappearing bodies, to mirror mazes and hidden cameras; not particularly relevant to
medieval history but very interesting nonetheless.
The first and last casualties were suffered on a ‘ghost walk’, a tour of the vaults underneath a 16th century
bridge; one student had his ears cut off, one his tongue and another was burnt at the stake for witchcraft
(luckily, only in role-play!)
On the final day it was the inevitable museum, the
National Museum of Scotland, without which no history
trip would be complete. It was filled with an extensive
array of Scottish artefacts including medieval claymore
swords, dinosaurs and, strangely enough, even totem
poles.
Altogether it was a brilliant trip, and thanks to our
teachers - Miss Capper, Mr Bainbridge, Miss Thurlow
and Mr Green - everyone enjoyed it thoroughly, although
we can conclude that pool is not Mr Bainbridge’s strong
point!
JUNCTION DANCE SHOWCASE - Miss Turton, Drama
On Tuesday 26 November, Junction - Dance Showcase returns for another night of spectacular dance
talent. Students will perform their own dances in their chosen dance style on our stage in the Main Hall.
Expect a variety of different dance styles - from classical ballet to contemporary and street - from students of
all ages who will wow you in sequinned costumes whilst they showcase their rhythm and moves. It is
guaranteed to be a wonderful night of dance.
Tickets are available via the following link: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/bournegrammarschool/t-jlgxaa,
priced at £6 for adults and £4 for concessions.
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NEW LIGHTING IN THE SPORTS HALL
Important maintenance is undertaken in the holidays
- not all of it visible to students - but this time an
improvement was made which will benefit every
student in the School. We have invested in new LED
lighting which has transformed our Sports Hall. The
system is adjustable in terms of the intensity of light
in order for the level to be optimum for whichever
activity is taking place in the Hall. It is known that a
certain level is optimum when a venue such as this is
used for sporting activities - as ours is virtually
continuously in a normal School week - but a slightly
brighter level is best for when students use the
Sports Hall for their internal and, importantly, their
public examinations. The system was installed on
time and without disruption to the School routine,
and all students will benefit from the improvement.
WILLOUGHBY STUDENTS INTERVIEW THE HEADTEACHER ON LEADERSHIP STYLES
Our friends and fellow students from neighbouring Willoughby School are always welcome here, so it was a
very special pleasure to respond to a request from students in Willoughby’s Red Base for an interview, to
discuss styles of leadership. Eight Willoughby students, three with siblings at our own School, visited on
Monday. I did my best to answer their questions, which were well-considered and confidently posed,
explaining those aspects of leadership which I have found to be effective in my long service as Headteacher
here. The students were impeccably polite, well prepared, enthusiastic and interested. They were very keen
to return to our School to have a closer look at what we do here and perhaps also to sample the fare in The
Chill. Willoughby’s Headteacher James Husbands - a parent of two BGS students - and I will make sure that
the students’ requests are acted upon.
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U15 SOUTH LINCS SUPERZONE GIRLS’ FOOTBALL 7-A-SIDE TOURNAMENT
Report by Lilia Brett (Year 10)
On Wednesday 2 October, the
School’s mixed Year 9 and 10 Girls’
Football team travelled to Spalding
High School for an inter-school
football tournament, where Bourne
played a total of four 7-a-side
matches. There were 8 U15 Girls’
teams at the tournament, so it was
split into two groups and the
winners of each group went on to
play in the final.
The first match saw the girls from
BGS take on Spalding High - it was
a tight affair with both teams
creating lots of chances - however
Spalding couldn’t find their way
through our tight, strong defence consisting of Lauren Stuart, Ellie Hall and Heidi Griffiths. Despite our
endless amount of effort and chances, we weren’t able to gain that goal to push us ahead, with the score
finishing as 0-0.
The second game started differently for Bourne, having Genevieve Taaffe and Amelie Lindsay starting this
game really helped. We gained an early lead against University Academy Holbeach, with Esme Thorley
taking her chances and scoring the first goal of the afternoon for the team. Although we created more
chances, we were unable to beat the UAH goalkeeper again so the full time whistle went for the second
match with Bourne winning 1-0.
As the third match began, Bourne were in high spirits and were ready to fight for the win against Haven
High. BGS created lots of chances before Esme Thorley yet again found the back of the net twice to give us
a well deserved 2-0 lead, followed by Milly Ramm taking a good chance to score her first goal of the
afternoon just a couple of minutes before the full time whistle.
With one draw and two wins from the group matches, the Bourne Grammar girls advanced to the final,
where the team played Spalding Academy. We knew it would be a tough final as the second Spalding side
had won all of their matches from their group. Once the game kicked off, Fiona Jennings settled the nerves,
striking the ball into the bottom corner of the goal to gain yet another early lead. A few more minutes passed
before Milly Ramm was also able to find the back of the net to make the score 2-0. Having swapped our
formation from the last match, the defence and midfield managed to keep the ball away from our goalkeeper
Lilia Brett who had not let a ball slip through her hands all afternoon. Nicole Haynes scored her first goal of
the afternoon just before the final whistle, a 3-0 win just reward for a fantastic set of matches throughout the
afternoon. This made Bourne Grammar School undefeated Champions, without conceding a goal!
U13 & U15 BOYS TENNIS REGIONAL FINALS - Miss Bowtell, PE
The U13 and U15 Boys teams set off for the Regional Tennis Finals on Thursday 3 October in Birmingham,
to compete against the best schools in Division 2 of the Midlands region. We were quietly confident, as the
U15 boys won the event two years ago, so knew what they were going to face and how to get through
difficult games - the younger players were also filled with excitement.
The U15 Boys had to get up early for their first game against King Edward VI School, but cruised through
easily with easy victories in all matches. Their second match was more challenging but the boys were more
than up for the challenge - Will Stonier was the main talisman with his inspirational play and relentless
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attacking style of play. Throughout both games, Connor Young and Ed Hall were consistently strong, outpowering their opponents with their service action and out-smarting the opponents with their patient buildup play.
The team made it through to the finals to play Uppingham, who had in their midst a Chinese international
student with an outstanding tennis ability. Despite valiant efforts from the whole team to overcome his
dominance on court, we narrowly lost. However, the team left the event with real pride, knowing how well
they had played - we feel they have put Bourne Grammar on the map for this sport at this level.
The U13 Boys, full of excitement and led by their talisman William Cole, started equally well but had the
good fortune of a bye in the first round and didn’t have the benefit of any warm-up matches before the
serious end of the competition began.
This team is special as there isn’t much difference between No 1 and 2 players, or between No 3, 4 or 5
players - this makes us very hard to defeat no matter what order we play in and whether we play Singles or
Doubles, as we have no weak links. This turned out to make the difference as the whole team played to their
full capabilities and rose to the occasion rather than being overwhelmed by the pressure - they easily
defeated King Edward VI in the semi-finals, and Kings Heath in the finals. The team are exceptional - most
are in Year 8 and would have been competing against boys older than them in the final.
It really has been an exceptional end to a very successful Tennis season, with three out of four teams
qualifying for these finals - one team won and two narrowly missed out at the last stage.
My thanks go to Mr Chan and to Miss Pollard, who gave up hours of their time to help me with Tennis and to
provide opportunities for the students to practice.

U13 Team: Vir Makwana, Eddie Riddell,
William Cole, Ollie Bardwell and Arnav Bajaj

U15 Team: Will Stanier, Will Craft,
Fraser Lesiw, Ed Hall and Connor Young

HOUSE CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION - Mrs Welling, Subject Leader: Art
This year, we are looking for budding artists to produce a Winter themed piece of art for the front of our
annual Christmas Card. All students are welcome to submit entries; there are also prizes for each year
group, with winning entries being displayed in School. Work can be submitted on paper, card or canvas, and
can be any size.
Artwork needs to be submitted to the Art Department by Tuesday 5 November, with the student’s name,
form and house clearly labelled on the back.
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ARTWORK
Students in Year 9 have recently been developing their photography skills, in preparation for further work on
landscape. Below are some of the very impressive images produced.

Warrick McKoy

Arslan Bhatti

Momina Iqbal
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WILLOUGHBY TRUST OPEN ART EXHIBITION Mrs Welling, Subject Leader: Art
Congratulations to Year 12 students Anya Adcock and Phoebe Mason, who have both won prizes at the
Willoughby Trust Open Art Exhibition. Artwork by students from Bourne Grammar and other local schools
will be on display at the Corby Glen Gallery from 30 October to 29 November.

Anya Adcock

Phoebe Mason

INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS
Gymnastics Daniel Yates (Year 10) recently competed in the Open Section
of a Six-Piece Gymnastics Competition - he won three gold medals for the
rings, vault and high bar, and three silver medals for floor, parallel bars and
pommel.
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Name

Year

Staﬀ

Subject

Gabriella Udeaja

7

Mrs Ellis

Design Engineering

Mae Cole

7

Mrs Woolf

Science

Florence Dexter

7

Ms Currier

Spanish

Abbie Dudley

7

Miss Creedon

Spanish

Matilda Eagle-Brown

7

Miss Smithson

English

Lily-Grace Cooke

8

Mrs Arch

Pastoral

Johan Coughlan

8

Miss Kirby

Mathematics

Imogen Leaton

8

Mr Bainbridge

History

Imogen Leaton

8

Miss Atkinson

EPR

Elliott Holder

8

Mr Fone

Computing

Kacey Chen

8

Dr Barmby

History

Sophia Bull

9

Mr Hartley

Business Studies

Abigail Ferguson

9

Miss Bradley

PE

Sophie Brown

9

Miss Smallshaw

Chemistry

Hannah Taylor

9

Mr Sheppard

Mathematics

Sree Ramesh Shankar

9

Mrs Cowell

French

Max Roe

9

Miss Segarra Ginés

Spanish

Ben Walker

9

Miss Lindley

Geography

Lily Brear

10

Mr Bainbridge

History

Izzy Burnside

10

Mrs Lattimer

Mathematics

Amelia Griffiths

10

Mrs Worrall

Spanish

Daniel Yates

10

Mr Delport

Design Engineering

Daisy Cottage

11

Miss Kirby

Mathematics

Benita Jacob

11

Ms Bowtell

PE

Christopher Dobbs

11

Mrs Williamson

English

Amy Jones

11

Mrs Pignatiello

Drama

Lewis Smith

11

Mrs McVicker

English

Noah Tarabad

11

Miss Bennett

English

Grace Ferguson

13

Mr Tighe

Religious Studies

Lara Penfold

13

Mr Mitchell

Law

_______________
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